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General Secretary 

Brethren: As we are approaching the end of the year, let's hope we 

can resume our in person meetings in early 2021. In the meantime, 

make sure that you attend our virtual Zoom Reunion on Friday 

November 6th and Saturday November 7th. It promises to be a 

unique one-time Scottish Rite experience. You should have 

received information on registering for the Reunion. If not, contact 

the General Secretary at the email listed below for registration 

information.

Dues payments for 2021 membership continue to pour in to the office and we 

thank you Brothers for your prompt payments. If you are interested in 

reactivating your OCSR membership and find yourself behind several years in 

dues payments, call me at the phone number below and we can discuss a less 

burdensome reinstatement path. We realize that some of our Brethren have been 

out of work with no income during the covid pandemic. And other Brothers may 
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be working with reduced incomes. If you have any questions regarding your 

membership status, please contact the Valley office. 

As always, please let us know of any Brother who is in sickness or distress. May 

every Brother and his family have an outstanding Thanksgiving.

Jamie Hopkins, 32° 
General Secretary
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OC Scottish Rite 2020-2021 Upcoming Calendar 
Monday Master Craftsman Study 

December 7th Zoom meeting 5pm


Monday	 Catching up with the Valley

December 7th	 Zoom meeting 5:30pm 
	 In-person Stated Meeting, CANCELED

	 

December	 OCSR Distinguished Speaker Series presents

2020	 Hon. Ralph Shelton (date and topic TBD) 


Monday	 Master Craftsman Study 

January 4th Zoom meeting 5pm


Monday	 Catching up with the Valley

January 4th	 Zoom meeting 5:30pm 
	 In-person Stated Meeting, CANCELED


Sunday Installation of Officers 

January 10th Conducted via Zoom with each respective

	 office by the Personal Representative.

	 There will be no in-person ceremony for the

	 installation of officers for 2021
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Language Center News 

Welcome to the RiteCare Language Center of Orange County!  We 

sincerely hope that everyone is staying safe and healthy.

Some children returning to school and therapy this fall did not 

have far to travel.  Instead of the children hearing school bells 

ringing, they are hearing “unmute your microphone!”  My, how 

times have changed. 

But, “changes, flexibility, rolling with the punches, and crossing that bridge when 

we come to it” are all part of daily life at the moment and define us at the 

RiteCare Childhood Language Center of Orange County during these COVID 

times.

Thirty-three families with children ranging in age from 3 ½  to 8 years old are 

being seen via Telehealth on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday with 3 different 

supervisors. We can happily report that there were no major connection issues 

and every family is very grateful to be receiving therapy this semester. The major 

challenge is engaging young children. 
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One day a week we see children in person at our clinic in Santa Ana. The day 

starts with each masked person who walks in the door getting their temperatures 

taken including our 5 graduate student clinicians, our graduate assistant and 

supervisor. Chapman provides all the cleaning and sanitizing supplies and PPE 

for the staff and we have masks if a family needs one. 

Therapy is conducted with the therapist’s wearing see-through face mask and a 

face shield. The children do not wear masks, but they do sit behind a plexiglass 

table-top screen. Parents or volunteers are not allowed in the Center, but parents 

are able to watch the sessions on a private monitor while waiting outside.  

Therapists and clients wash their hands before, during and after each session. All 

the toys and surfaces are sanitized between sessions. The new routine is working 

well for the 14 families we see “live” because of teamwork and driving desire 
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and passion to make this work!  And, so we can see the kids again and we do not 

have to say, “unmute your mic.”

David Frias, 32° KCCH 
Chairman 
RiteCare Childhood Language Center of Orange County

Please Donate! 
If you have the ability to give, please consider donating to our Language Center 

during the new year. We are very thankful for all your support. To donate, visit:

https://oclanguagecenter.org/donate 
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A Community Program of the Scottish Rite Foundation for Children with Speech and Language Challenges

Speech Language Pathologists 
Leslie Sierra-Guzman, MA CCC-SLP Chris Switzer, MA CCC-SLP  
Laura Garcia-Maxey, MA CCC-SLP Francine Wenhardt, CCC-SLP

www.oclanguagecenter.org  
Please support your RiteCare Childhood Language Center by making an individual, group, or company 
donation. Support our Center by becoming a member: 

President’s Circle: A donation of $500 or more each year supports one child at the center for a year 
365 Club: A donation of $365 each year  
Center Club: A donation of $100 each year 

Supporters of the RiteCare Childhood Language Center for 2020  
President’s Circle Members ($500 or more) 
Ted Segerstrom, 32° KCCH ● Samuel Brandes, 32° ● Ill. Donald Tapia, 33° ● Mike Selix, 32° KCCH ● Ill. Pete 
Jantz, 33° ● Cynthia Olsen & Michele Bakkila ● ll. Ray Godeke, 33° ● Tom Olsen, 32° ● Robert & Kathy Olsen ● 
Ill. Art Salazar, 33° ● Jim Andronaco, Sidepath ● Nick Villasenor, 32° ● Ill. James D. Nyfeler, 33° ● Ill. David 
Kussman, 33° ● Ill. Frankie Rosario, 33° ● Cristi Shinn ● Anne Hertz ● Sylvia & Jim Garrett ● David & Deni Frias 
● Dr. Judy Montgomery ● Ted & Elaine Olsen ● Joe Manning, Manning Law ● Robert Pickell, 32° ● Betty 
McMicken ● Chase May, 32° ● Dr. Mary Kennedy ● Alfredo Molina, 32° KCCH ● Daniel Dunn ● Andrew and 
Palmera Todd  ● Karen Storaci ● Jeff Tran ● Ken Montgomery ● Richard Dellar ● Gil Estupian ● Cathy & Jason 
Chrest ● Frank Ciltadino ● Raj Patel ● Beth Bind ● Drew & Teale Armenta

365 Club Members ($365 each year) 
Cliff Carpenter, 32° 

Center Club Members ($100 each year) 
Thomas Mathisen ● Deanna K Zawistowski ● David W. Lockwood, 32° ● Frederick R. McCuistion, Jr ● Nathan 
Fay ● Richard Christy ● Muthurangam Balasubramaniam

For information please contact: Chairman David Frias, 32° (714) 600-8538, dfrias@oclanguagecenter.org 
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Senior Warden 

Brethren, I hope this message finds that you and your family are 

doing well. It is hard to believe that 2020 is finally coming to an 

end. This year will be one, that we won’t soon forget. Who could 

have imagined! 

We have all been forced to make many difficult decisions and 

changes over the past year, one is finding new ways to 

communicate, and stay connected with each other. Welcome to the 

Zoom Meetings this has proven to be a great tool, but it really is no substitute to 

meeting in person. 

I don’t have a crystal ball but, I must hope and believe that in, the near future we 

will be allowed to get back to life once remembered. Allowing us conduct regular 

stated meetings, reunion classes, super breakfasts, and great fellowship.

In planning for the 2021 year, I’m reaching out to you my brothers to ask you for 

your support and participation in 2021. If you are interested in serving in any 

manner you find fit, please reach out to me. My cell is 714-322-5950, or email me 

at potentate2019@gmail.com.
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This year’s installation of officers will be held via Zoom, date to be determined.  

Photos Day for officers and Head of Bodies is Sunday November 15th at El Bekal 

Shrine, If you are an officer or the head of a body please reach out to Brother, 

Larry Griffin, to schedule you appointment, cell 310 614-5205 email 

larrygriffin56@gmail.com

Happy Thanksgiving, to you and your Families,

Mike Selix, 32°, KCCH 

Senior Warden 
Orange County Lodge of Perfection 
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The Celestial Lodge 
Please join our Valley in remembering the brothers we’ve lost this year. Though their presence will 
be missed, their legacies will never be forgotten.


Samuel Wyatt Hollinger, 32°	 1/30/2020
...........................................................................................
Donald Wesley Dale, 32°	 3/1/2020
...................................................................................................
Charles Edward Malchow, 32°	  3/9/2020
........................................................................................
Robert Samuel Wright, 32°	 3/12/2020
.............................................................................................
Charles Russell Ash, 33°	 3/23/2020
.................................................................................................
Duane Everett Whaley, 32°	 3/29/2020
..............................................................................................
Billy Mack Baker, 32°	 6/14/2020
.......................................................................................................
Justus William Gromme, Jr., 32°	 6/15/2020
....................................................................................
Kenneth Arlen Burkindine, 32°	 6/15/2020
.......................................................................................
Russell Alexander Albright, 32°	 8/24/2020
......................................................................................
William Joseph Culligan, 32°	 8/29/2020
..........................................................................................
Nels Allan Anderson, 32°	 10/5/2020
................................................................................................

Please also keep Ill. brother Robert David Hjorth, 33° and brother Rob Rappaport, 32° in your 
thoughts and prayers as they continue to fight their recents health issues.
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Wise Master ◦ Masonic Education ◦ Editor 

Giving Thanks 
Greetings, brothers. I hope this Fall season finds you doing well. 

This month’s theme is, aptly, thanksgiving, and that naturally got 

me thinking about the lore and history behind the very first 

Thanksgiving celebration in the seventeenth century.

The traditional story says that roughly 100 people landed at 

Plymouth Rock in Massachusetts in 1620 on the ship Mayflower 

from England. The local Wampanoag tribe of natives were 

exceptionally magnanimous and agreed to share a meal of epic proportions — 

one literally for the ages. It is traditionally a tale of diplomacy and appreciation; a 
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rare cultural exchange of goodwill (and apparently it was mostly venison — not 

turkey — that filled the celebrants’ stomachs).

Interestingly, the whole story is based on the account of one man: Edward 

Winslow.

According to the History Channel’s website:

Nearly all of what historians have learned about the first Thanksgiving comes from 

a single eyewitness report: a letter written in December 1621 by Edward Winslow, 

one of the 100 or so people who sailed from England aboard the Mayflower in 1620 

and founded Plymouth Colony in Massachusetts. William Bradford, Plymouth’s 

governor in 1621, wrote briefly of the event in Of Plymouth Plantation, his history 

of the colony, but that was more than 20 years after the feast itself.

According to this account, the historic event didn’t happen on the fourth Thursday 

in November, as it does today—and it wasn’t known as Thanksgiving. In fact, it 

took place over three days sometime between late September and mid-November in 

1621, and was considered a harvest celebration.

“Basically it was to celebrate the end of a successful harvest,” says Tom Begley, the 

executive liaison for administration, research and special projects at Plimoth 

Plantation. “The three-day celebration included feasting, games and military 

exercises, and there was definitely an amount of diplomacy between the colonists 

and the native attendees as well.”

Roughly 50 colonists and about twice as many natives basically got together and 

had a big party to celebrate the harvest and establish a spirit of collaboration and 
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alliance. Pretty cool, and something to think about in these divisive times in 

which we find ourselves.

Interestingly, after 1621, the concept of thanksgiving caught on, generally, but the 

story of the first feast faded into obscurity. It wasn’t until the mid-19th century 

that a writer — Alexander Young — rediscovered it while doing research for his 

book Chronicles of the Pilgrim Fathers. It was then that the story became cemented 

in American folklore. 

Through the efforts of American magazine editor Sarah Josepha Hale, President 

Abraham Lincoln made it official, declaring the last Thursday in November as 

our national Thanksgiving holiday.

Happy Thanksgiving, everyone. I hope that you can celebrate joyfully and safely 

with your family this year.

Masonic Education 
As you know, our Master Craftsman Study Group will not be meeting in person 

this month. That does not excuse us from scholarly study, however! On the 
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In-Person Stated Meetings Canceled; Valley Updates via Zoom 

It is with an abundance of caution and concern for the health and welfare of our brethren and 
their families that we are canceling upcoming Stated Meetings until further notice. 

Please join us Monday, November 4th at 5:30pm to catch up with your brothers on Zoom. Stay 
tuned for an email invite with the link and password!
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contrary, with extra time on your hands at home, I strongly encourage you to 

continue your journey in Masonic education. Venerable brother James Cervantes 

and I are here to answer any questions and guide you. If you have questions, 

please don’t hesitate to reach out to either of us by e-mail:

Andrew Todd, 32° :. atodd@ocscottishrite.org 

James Cervantes, 32° :. jcervantes@ocscottishrite.org

If you'd like to participate or are looking for information about the program, 

please prepare by visiting the website for information about the books and other 

information to get you started:

www.ocscottishrite.org/master-craftsman-program 

The Master Craftsman Program 

For those unaware, the Master Craftsman is a by-mail 

correspondence course. Each participant is required to 

do some scholarly reading in advance and complete 

a written quiz which is mailed to the Supreme 

Council for grading. As each quiz is completed, a new 

one is sent and the program progresses. The course consists of 7 quizzes, after 

completion of which the successful participant will receive a certificate and a 

lapel pin.

The Scottish Rite Master Craftsman: Symbolic Lodge course will familiarize 

students with aspects of the development of Blue Lodge Masonry and explore 
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some of its developing symbolism. This will reveal that the “High Degrees” 

began to develop soon after formation of the Premier Grand Lodge (1717). Albert 

Pike’s book, Esoterika: The Symbolism of the Blue Degrees of Freemasonry, 

along with Arturo de Hoyos’ Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor & Guide (3d edition) 

will be used to demonstrate a rational and philosophical interpretation for much 

of what is found in Craft Masonry.

Study with us on Zoom 

We will be meeting in the “virtual classroom” on 

Zoom this month. Join us on Monday, November 

2nd at 5:00pm as we continue our progress through 

the Master Craftsman program. Stay tuned for an 

email invite, coming soon.

The month of August sees us continuing Quiz #4 of 

the Symbolic Lodge program. If you want to join us, please purchase the books 

and read the following in preparation for the quiz:

Albert Pike’s Esoterika, pp. 385–484

If you’re just getting started we can also help you with Quizzes #1 - 3.  You can 

also reach out to me directly for information and access to our Facebook group.

Thanks to all our brothers for your interest and participation. I’ll see you in the 

classroom!
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From the Editor 
I’d like to express my thanks again to the heads of body for contributing their 

excellent and thoughtful articles this month and for doing so in a timely fashion.

Calling All Writers! 

You don’t have to be a head of body or a member of the line to contribute to this 

newsletter! If you have something to say from a masonic perspective — perhaps 

insights into your masonic ruminations, scholarly endeavors you’d like to share, 

or general news for the brethren — this newsletter is your conduit for those 

ideas. I encourage any and all brothers who’d like to contribute something to this 

newsletter to send their ideas to:

editor@ocscottishrite.org 

I’ll work with you on getting your article together for the next issue.

Fraternally, 

Andrew Todd, 32°  
Wise Master, Chapter of Rose Croix  
Editor, Director of Masonic Education
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Venerable Master 

Brethren, 

This year has flown by, hasn't it? And while I am sad to be stepping 

aside as Venerable Master soon, I have to be honest, we've done the 

best we could with the situations that have been thrown in our 

collective faces. I cannot wait to support our incoming line and 

continue as Director of The Work and serve all of you in any way I 

can. I mean it very sincerely when I say it is an honor. At the time of 

writing this article, I had a discussion just yesterday with our General Secretary, 

Bro. Hopkins and having joined our Valley in the same class, I expressed how 

much joy it brings me to work on our degrees and ritual. I truly believe in the 

lessons we learn in the Scottish Rite and I look forward to the future, being able 

to bring our lessons to life for our future candidates (and for you all)! 

But this isn't over just yet! Remember, we still have a few zoom meetings to catch 

up with each other before my time is up! I hope you can all find time on the next 

few Mondays (November, December and January) to join us before I hand the 

reins over  to our new leaders! 

Bro. Andrew Todd challenged us all with the theme of thankfulness this month. 

I've expressed the first part of this... but there's something else. This month, on 

the 11th day of the 11th month, we always reflect on the sacrifice and gratitude 

we show to our Veterans. There are so many people I can thank for their service. 

So many men who have given of themselves to keep us all safe, secure, and free. 
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Not only us, but so many people around the world. Now I want to shine a light 

on one truly Illustrious man. Ill. Lloyd Clayton. There's something to be said of 

the "greatest generation." Our Illustrious Brother has served us all, he landed on 

Juno Beach as part of the Canadian Armed Forces assault on Normandy on June 

6th, 1944. Truly heroic enough for most of us... but since then, in the Masonic 

sense, for over 50 years now... our Brother has served our fraternity selflessly and 

generously. To this day, he is in the office (even during this pandemic) with our 

Bro. Hopkins, assisting in any way he can. Truly, our Illustrious Brother is 

someone we should all strive to emulate. Thank you, Ill. Clayton for your service. 

I hope one day to be half the man you are, your example is a true inspiration. 

James Cervantes, 32º  
Venerable Master 
Director of The Work 
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Orange County Scottish Rite Officers

Ill. James D. Cole, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Commander

Ill. Frank Loui, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Inspector General, 

Orient of California

Ill. Francisco Rosario, 33° 
Personal Representative of the SGIG, 

Orient of California 
frosario@ocscottishrite.org

Jamie Hopkins, 32° 
General Secretary 

gensec@ocscottishrite.org

Ill. David Kussman, 33° 
Assistant to the Personal Rep 
dkussman@ocscottishrite.org

James Cervantes, 32° 
Venerable Master 

jcervantes@ocscottishrite.org

Andrew Todd, 32° 
Wise Master 

atodd@ocscottishrite.org

Bob White, 32° 
Commander 

bwhite@ocscottishrite.org

Rob Rappaport, 32° 
Master of Kadosh 

rrappaport@ocscottishrite.org
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Orange County Scottish Rite Officers (cont.)
Shawn Smith, 32° KCCH 
Treasurer

David Kussman, 33° IGH 
Chaplain

Lloyd Clayton, 33° IGH 
Almoner

Shawn McCuen, 32° KSA 
First Knight

Andrew Todd, 32° 
Director of Masonic Education

David Frias, 32° KCCH 
Chairman of the Board, Ritecare Childhood Language Center of Orange County/Junior Warden

James Cervantes, 32° 
Director of the Work

Vacant 
Director of Ritual

Vacant 
Director of Props and Costumes

Larry Griffin, 32° 
Photographer

Hon. Jack Alastuey, 32° KCCH 
Tiler
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The Orange County Scottish Rite Valley 
2001 East 4th Street, Suite 202, Santa Ana, CA 92701 ● Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10am-2pm 
Phone (714) 972-2646 ● Fax (714) 543-9754 ● www.ocscottishrite.org 

Stated Meetings on the first Monday of the month, 6:30 pm; dinner follows at 7:15 pm (reservations requested) at 
the Anaheim DeMolay Center, 303 W. Lincoln Ave. Anaheim, CA 92805 

The Valley of Orange County, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry Southern Jurisdiction 
of the United States of America publishes the Scottish Rite News monthly. No Subscription Price.  

Edited by Bro. Andrew Todd, 32° (949) 288-3739, editor@ocscottishrite.org. All articles must be submitted prior to 
the 15th of the month.

http://www.ocscottishrite.org
mailto:editor@ocscottishrite.org
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Please Support Our Sponsors 
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Please Support Our Sponsors 
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Advertising Space Available 
Advertising space is available in this publication to all interested Masons. Grand 
Lodge guidelines apply. 

Business card:	 $20/month	 $200/year ....................... .........................................
1/4 page:	 $40/month	 $400/year ................................ .........................................
1/2 page:	 $80/month	 $800/year ................................ .........................................
Full page:	 $160/month	 $1600/year............................... ......................................
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