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June at the Orange County Scottish Rite

Celebrating the Scottish Rite's 225th Anniversary!
Our next meeting is on Monday, June 22nd. See you there!
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The Valley We Build Together
Barry McKinley, 32°  
Wise Master

Dear Brothers of the Orange County Scottish Rite,

As we continue through the year, I am encouraged by the dedication and support shown by our members 
throughout the valley. One of the greatest strengths of our fraternity is our commitment not only to one another, 
but also to the charitable work that allows us to make a lasting impact in our communities.

This month, we have the distinct honor of welcoming Right Worshipful Ara Maloyan to our valley. We are grateful 
that he has taken the time to visit with us, and we look forward to hearing his remarks and benefiting from his 
insights and experiences. Visits from distinguished Masonic leaders provide valuable opportunities to strengthen 
the bonds between our organizations and remind us of the broader fraternity of which we are all a part.

I would also like to recognize the outstanding efforts of our local CLC Board, which recently hosted a wonderful 
and successful fundraiser in support of our Childhood Language Center. Their hard work and dedication helped 
raise important funds for the clinic and furthered the mission of providing life changing services to children and 
families in our community. The Childhood Language Center remains one of our valley's most important 
commitments, and I encourage both our longtime members and our newer brothers to become more involved in 
these fundraising efforts. Whether through volunteering your time, attending events, or making a donation, every 
contribution helps ensure the continued success of this important work.

The continued success of our valley depends upon the willingness of our members to support the causes and 
programs that define who we are. By working together and supporting efforts such as the Childhood Language 
Center, we demonstrate the values of Scottish Rite Masonry and leave a positive impact on the communities we 
serve.

SCOTTISH RITE NEWS

Scottish Rite News is published monthly by the Valley of Orange County, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of America, 71 Plaza Square, Orange, CA 92866. 
There is no Subscription Price. Scottish Rite News is the official publication of the Valley of Orange County. 
This issue edited by Shawn Bell, 32°, sbell@ocscottishrite.org

Permission to reprint items is normally given, provided permission is requested and proper credit is given to 
both the author and publication. More information and publication archives available at 
https://www.ocscottishrite.org

All articles for publication must be submitted by the second Sunday of the month.
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The Continued Pursuit of Light
Joshua S. Price, 32° KSA
Commander of Kadosh

Before looking ahead, I would first like to thank everyone who supported our recent RiteCare fundraiser. Through 
your generosity, participation, and dedication, we took another meaningful step toward supporting the life-
changing work of the Orange County RiteCare Language Center. The success of these efforts is measured not 
only in dollars raised, but in the lives we help improve through that support.

Looking forward, I encourage all Brethren to join us on June 13th at Garden Grove Lodge for our first Fellowship 
Breakfast and Masonic Bazaar. This event represents a new chapter in the evolution of our traditional Super 
Breakfast format, bringing Valley fellowship directly into our local lodges and communities.

Garden Grove Lodge will host the first of several planned breakfasts throughout the year, creating additional 
opportunities for Scottish Rite Masons and Blue Lodge Brethren to gather, share fellowship, exchange lapel pins 
and collectibles, and strengthen the bonds that unite us. Tickets remain available, and while admission will be 
available at the door, advance registration through the event flyer is strongly encouraged.

As Knights of Kadosh, we are reminded that our Order teaches us to pursue truth with both courage and humility. 
June also brings with it the season of St. John's observances throughout many of our local Blue Lodges. I 
encourage those who are able to attend and support these celebrations within their districts and communities, 
including Orange Grove Lodge's St. John's Festive Board on June 12th at El Bekal Shrine.

These gatherings serve as an important reminder that light is not something we merely receive, but something we
are called to reflect. Just as the summer sun reaches its greatest height before beginning its gradual descent, we 
are reminded that true wisdom is found not in our elevation, but in what we illuminate for others along the way.

Whether through a Fellowship Breakfast, a RiteCare fundraiser, a St. John's observance, or simply an evening 
spent together in lodge, these opportunities provide more than fellowship alone. They remind us that while our 
experiences and perspectives may differ, we are united by a common purpose and a shared commitment to 
making ourselves, our lodges, and our fraternity better than we found them.

I look forward to seeing many of you throughout the month as we gather in fellowship, service, and the continued 
pursuit of light.

2026 Orange County Scottish Rite Calendar
Stated Meetings are held monthly, Fourth Monday of the month, 6:30pm – 9:00pm

Pre-Meeting Social Mixer starts at 6:00pm – come by early!
Unless otherwise noted, all events are at the Orange Masonic Center, 71 Plaza Square, Orange

Our Stated Meeting Meals are $25 per person
June 13 - Fellowship Breakfast at Garden Grove Lodge August Stated Meeting - Selected Degree Recap
June Stated Meeting - DGM Visit / Jeopardy! September Stated Meeting - Feast of Tishri
July Stated Meeting - Discussion with the Deputy October Stated Meeting - Scottish Rite Overview
August 2 - Family Picnic With El Bekal Shrine at KiwanisLand November Stated Meeting - Thanksgiving Feast
August 21 - 23 - Orient Reunion at Pasadena Scottish Rite December Stated Meeting - Christmas Party for CLC Families
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From the General Secretary
Jamie Hopkins, 33°
General Secretary

Brethren:

Welcome to June 2026 and the start of the summer. On May 25th, we held a short, Stated Meeting and had a 
great barbecue meal of burgers, hot dogs and chicken. Many thanks to Venerable Master Griffin, Junior Warden 
Sheira and all of the Brothers and wives who  helped to make this event so successful. On Monday June 22nd, 
we will be holding our June Stated Meeting beginning at 6:30 pm. After our business meeting (likely over by 7 
pm), we will be holding our Cap & Ring Ceremony for our 15 newest Masters of the Royal Secret. This is not a 
closed ceremony. It is very important for the new Brothers  to attend this event, so feel free to invite someone 
(wife, significant other, parents, etc.). 

On May 31st, the Supreme Council of the Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite (SJ) celebrated our 225th anniversary
in Charleston where we were founded in 1801. If you go to the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry SJ-USA channel on 
YouTube, you can watch a replay of this commemoration. May you and your families have an outstanding 
summer and we will see you at the Cap & Ring Ceremony.

The Road to Pasadena: Statewide Reunion 
Preparations
Hon. James Olivier, 32° KCCH
Director of The Work

We are now just two months away from the statewide reunion in Pasadena on August 21-23. As a reminder, this is an 
opportunity to see all 29 degrees of the Scottish Rite. It’s going to be a blast! But! (There’s always a but…) We need to 
know if you’re going to be there. While our reunions are easy come-and-go affairs with plenty of seating, this is a little 
different. We’re expecting a huge class made up of new candidates from all over the state (pssst, get those petitions in 
ASAP!), and a lot of Brothers are coming in who are already Masons of the Scottish Rite who want to see all of the 
degrees. So, there is an upper limit on how many folks we can squeeze into the building, and we want to make sure you
have an opportunity to be there. So, with that in mind… 

If you’re planning on attending the statewide reunion this August, please see me at the June stated meeting on June 22,
or, if you can’t be there, email me directly at ritual@ocscottishrite.org. I will need to report the headcount to Pasadena 
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soon. Also, there will be food available, but we need to know if you want to do that as well. The food cost will be $55 per
day for Friday and Saturday, and $30 for Sunday. If you plan on attending all three days, it will be $140. This covers a 
continental breakfast and boxed lunch each day, on Friday and Saturday, it also covers a very nice plated dinner 
(menus TBA). As you can tell, this is a huge undertaking, and we need to plan ahead. I can’t wait to share more in the 
coming month as we get closer. I look forward to seeing you all at the June stated meeting, and again in Pasadena!

Learning Something New Every Day
Ill. Ralph C. Shelton II, 33°

I am sure that many of you subscribe to the Scottish Rite YouTube channel (@ScottishRiteMasons), and if you 
don’t, you should give it a look. It’s a trove of interesting and inspiring information.

A couple of years ago, host Ill. Maynard Edwards, 33°, presented a particularly inspiring video. In a little over 8 
minutes, he presents four things every Mason should do every day, and you can find it at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fIeBhWIE18Y&t=249s – I encourage every member of the Valley to view this; it
will be the best 8 minutes you have spent all day.

Of the four things, one stands out for me – learn something new every day. It’s a principle I’ve followed for many 
years, and I was inspired by the example of Wor. Bro. Ben Franklin. In his autobiography, he describes the 
importance of always learning, working daily to improve oneself, and always learning.

It can be a small thing or a large concept. A word, a bit of Masonic trivia, or the exploration of a big idea – what’s 
important is that you are consistent. And with the mountain of content available on the Scottish Rite YouTube 
channel, our Supreme Council has provided every Mason a tool to do exactly that.

A Communication Miracle
Leora A. Shaffer, Clinic Director, M.A., CCC-SLP

This month I would like to introduce you to Danny.  When he and his family first arrived at our clinic he used only 
25 single words. He struggled to engage with those outside of his immediate family and would hurt himself when 
he was frustrated.  Danny has a very supportive family and they made therapy a priority.  It is now time for him to 
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move on from our clinic into the public school system.  He no longer hurts himself and is having conversations 
with anyone who engages with him.  He answers questions and shares information.  This week he told us about 
his new Buzz Lightyear that his dad bought for him at Disneyland, and his new Easter bunny (pictured) that his 
dad got him at “the shop”.  He let us hold and pet his new bunny.  Although we are sad to part ways, we all agree 
that Danny’s time at CLC resulted in behavioral and communication improvements that changed his and his 
family’s life significantly.  We are all grateful for the opportunity.

225 Years of Light: The Scottish Rite Southern 
Jurisdiction Marks a Historic Milestone
Shawn E. Bell, 32°

On May 31, 2026, the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction, USA, marked 
225 years since its founding – a milestone celebrated not just at its spiritual home in Charleston, South Carolina, 
but in Scottish Rite Temples across the country, where brothers gathered to watch the festivities broadcast live 
from the place where it all began.

The Scottish Rite formally came into existence in the United States on May 31, 1801, when Colonel John Mitchell 
and Reverend Dr. Frederick Dalcho met in Charleston, South Carolina. It convened the Supreme Council, 33° of 
Freemasonry. That historic gathering took place at Shepheard's Tavern, at the corner of Broad and Church 
Streets. This location had already witnessed the founding of Freemasonry in South Carolina nearly half a century 
earlier. The men present that day became known as "The Eleven Gentlemen of Charleston," and the institution 
they created would grow into one of the most enduring fraternal organizations in American history.

The Supreme Council holds the distinction of being the first Scottish Rite Supreme Council established in the 
United States – the mother council from which the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction derived its own charter in 1813. 
Today, its official title runs to an impressive length: "The Supreme Council (Mother Council of the World) of the 
Inspectors General, Knights Commander of the House of the Temple of Solomon of the Thirty-third Degree of the 
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry of the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of America." 
In practice, it is simply known as the Mother Council of the World.

Headquartered at the House of the Temple in Washington, D.C., the Council exercises jurisdiction over 35 states, 
the District of Columbia, and designated overseas areas, overseeing local bodies known as Valleys and Orients. 
The Scottish Rite extends the Masonic journey beyond the foundational three degrees of the Blue Lodge, 
conferring degrees from the 4th through the 32nd, with the honorary 33rd degree awarded for exceptional service 
to the Rite or to humanity.

The anniversary celebration on May 31 drew Brothers together at local Valleys coast to coast. Temples like the 
Austin Scottish Rite opened their doors, gathering members to watch the Supreme Council conduct the business 
of commemorating 225 years of Scottish Rite history, broadcast live from Charleston. It was a fitting tribute – the 
Mother Council visible in real time to the thousands of brothers whose Masonic lives it has shaped, a living 
reminder that 225 years on, the light of the Scottish Rite burns as brightly as ever.
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Sun, Sea, and Sisters:
Blue Slipper Club's Ensenada Adventure
Erin McKinley

Ahoy there! The Blue Slipper Club had an incredible time on our three-day cruise to Ensenada. We laughed, 
danced, and probably ate a little more than we should have!

Most importantly, we enjoyed quality fellowship and the opportunity to spend meaningful time together. The 
memories we made on this trip are ones we will cherish for years to come.

I know I speak for all the ladies who attended when I say this was a truly special experience. In fact, it was such a 
success that we may just have to make it an annual tradition!

In anticipation of our nations 250th anniversary, our June project will be Independence Day inspired.

Short and Sweet: Memorial Day Reflections and June 
Ahead
Larry Griffin, 32° KSA
Venerable Master

Our May Meeting was short, so I will keep my article short this month.

Thank you for joining us on Memorial Day for our family barbecue and truly short, Stated meeting last month. For 
those that could not make it, I hope you all had a fantastic time spent with friends and family on this special day 
as we all remember what this day is all about.

Thank you to all of men and women of the armed forces who gave there all so that we may have the freedom we 
have here in the United States of America.

On June 14, let us fly our American Flag high and proud on Flag Day.

On June 21, let us celebrate and remember our dads on Father’s Day.

Orange County Scottish Rite is warm and welcoming, but it all starts at the Lodge level, so invite you brother to 
come to one of our events and see what we are all about. We have on June 13th a Fellowship Breakfast at the 
Garden Grove Lodge, and on August 2nd is the Family Picnic, coming up soon that all is welcome to join in at.
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Personal Representative of the SGIG
Orient of California
Ill. Ralph C. Shelton II, 33°

Our recent Roaring 20s Casino Night fundraiser in support of the Childhood Language Center was a tremendous 
success, and I want to extend my sincere congratulations and thanks to Childhood Language Center Chairperson
Kat Price and her outstanding team for their hard work and dedication in making the event such a memorable 
evening. The enthusiasm, energy, and support shown by our members, families, and guests reflected the strong 
spirit of philanthropy that continues to define our Valley. Events like these not only support an important mission, 
but also showcase the fellowship and commitment that make our Scottish Rite community so special.

I would also like to thank all who attended our Memorial Day Family BBQ. It was a wonderful opportunity to spend
time together in friendship and fellowship, and a reminder that some of the most meaningful moments in our 
Valley come simply from gathering together as Brethren and families. The sense of camaraderie and enjoyment 
throughout the day was truly appreciated.

Looking ahead, our upcoming Fellowship Breakfast events will play an important role in our continuing Lodge 
Outreach efforts. These breakfasts provide us with an excellent opportunity to strengthen relationships with the 
area Craft Lodges, share the story of Scottish Rite Masonry, and represent Orange County Valley throughout the 
region. Bro. Joshua Price, 32°, has been making a tremendous effort in organizing and supporting these events, 
and he deserves our thanks and encouragement. I strongly encourage our members to attend whenever possible.
Your presence matters, and the support of our Valley membership is essential to the success of these outreach 
efforts.

As mentioned last month, we also have several important events approaching quickly, including the upcoming 
Orient Reunion, the International Street Fair, and the RiteCare Conference. I encourage all of you to attend our 
June stated meeting, where we will be honored to welcome our special guest, Right Worshipful Ara Maloyan, 
Deputy Grand Master of Masons in California. We will also have the privilege of investing our new Masters of the 
Royal Secret with their insignia, making it a particularly meaningful and memorable evening for our Valley.
I look forward to seeing you there.

Sincerely and fraternally,

INSPECTOR GENERAL HONORARY
Ill. Ralph C. Shelton II, 33°
Personal Representative of the 
Sovereign Grand Inspector General in California
In the Valley of Orange County
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California Masonic Lodges
from which our Orange County Scottish Rite Brothers Hail

Alhambra No. 322, Los Angeles County
Anaheim No. 207, Orange County
Anchor Bell No. 868, Los Angeles County
Andres Bonifacio No. 879, Los Angeles 
County
Angels Gate No. 198, Los Angeles County
Ararat No. 848, Los Angeles County
Arcadia No. 278, Los Angeles County
Archimedes No. 871, Los Angeles County
Artesia Sunrise No. 377, Los Angeles 
County
Atwater Larchmont Tila Pass No. 614, Los 
Angeles 
Barstow Boron No. 682, San Bernardino 
County
Beach Cities No. 753, Los Angeles County
Bellflower No. 320, Los Angeles County
Beverly Hills No. 528, Los Angeles County
Big Bear No. 617, San Bernardino County
Black Mountain No. 845, San Diego County
Blythe-Needles No. 473, Riverside County
Brea No. 339, Orange County
Burbank No. 406, Los Angeles County
Chino Valley No. 427, San Bernardino 
County
Chula Vista No. 626, San Diego County
Claremont No. 436, Los Angeles County
Clarence F. Smith Daylight No. 866, Los 
Angeles 
Claude H. Morrison No. 747, San Diego 
County
Coachella No. 476, Riverside County
Consuelo No. 325, San Diego County
Cornerstone No. 659, Orange County
Coronado No. 441, San Diego County
Culver City-Foshay No. 467, Los Angeles 
County
Destiny No. 856, Los Angeles County
Downey United No. 220, Los Angeles 
County
East San Diego No. 561, San Diego County
El Segundo No. 421, Los Angeles County
Elysian No. 418, Los Angeles County
Evergreen No. 259, Riverside County
Fallbrook No. 317, San Diego County
Fontana No. 653, San Bernardino County
Fox-Coates Daylight No. 842, San 
Bernardino 
Garden Grove No. 351, Orange County
Gardena Moneta No. 372, Los Angeles 
County
GAT Jose Rizal No. 882, Riverside County
Glendale No. 368, Los Angeles County
Glendora No. 404, Los Angeles County
Golden Trowel Norwalk No. 273, Los 
Angeles 
Granada Hills No. 378, Los Angeles County
Greenleaf Gardens No. 670, Los Angeles 
County

Heartland No. 576, San Diego County
Hemet San Jacinto No. 338, Riverside 
County
Hermes No. 891, Los Angeles County
Hollywood No. 355, Los Angeles County
Home No. 721, Los Angeles County
Huntington Beach No. 380, Orange County
International City No. 389, Los Angeles 
County
Ionic Composite No. 520, Los Angeles 
County
Irvine Valley No. 671, Orange County
John D. Spreckels No. 657, San Diego 
County
Joseph L. Shell Daylight No. 837, San Diego
Kapayapaan at Pagkakaisa No. 888, San 
Diego 
La France No. 885, Los Angeles County
La Jolla No. 518, San Diego County
La Mesa No. 407, San Diego County
Lakewood No. 728, Los Angeles County
Lancaster No. 437, Los Angeles County
Lautaro Lodge U.D. No. 2026, Los Angeles 
County
Lemon Grove No. 736, San Diego County
Lexington No. 104, Los Angeles County
Liberal Arts No. 677, Los Angeles County
Long Beach No. 327, Los Angeles County
Los Angeles Harbor No. 332, Los Angeles 
County
Los Angeles No. 42, Los Angeles County
Los Cerritos No. 674, Los Angeles County
Lux No. 846, San Diego County
Magnolia Park No. 618, Los Angeles County
Maya No. 793, Los Angeles County
Menifee Valley No. 289, Riverside County
Metropolitan No. 352, Orange County
MW John R. Heisner No. 442, San Diego 
County
MW Manuel Luis Quezon No. 874, San 
Diego 
Newport Mesa No. 241, Orange County
North Hollywood No. 542, Los Angeles 
County
Novus Veteris No. 864, San Diego County
Oasis No. 854, Los Angeles County
Oasis of Light No. 893, Riverside County
Oasis Of Mara No. 735, San Bernardino 
County
Oceanside-San Dieguito No. 381, San 
Diego 
Old West No. 813, Los Angeles County
Ontario No. 301, San Bernardino County
Orange Grove No. 293, Orange County
Pacific Rim No. 567, Los Angeles County
Palm Springs No. 693, Riverside County
Palmdale No. 769, Los Angeles County
Palos Verdes No. 883, Los Angeles County
Panamericana No. 513, Los Angeles County

Pasadena No. 272, Los Angeles County
Phoenix Rising No. 178, San Bernardino 
County
Pilares Del Rey Salomon No. 886, Los 
Angeles 
Point Loma No. 620, San Diego County
Raven's Rock No. 870, Los Angeles County
Redlands No. 300, San Bernardino County
Redondo No. 328, Los Angeles County
Reseda No. 666, Los Angeles County
Rim of the World No. 711, San Bernardino 
County
Rosemead No. 457, Los Angeles County
Round Table No. 329, Los Angeles County
S.W. Hackett No. 574, San Diego County
Saddleback Laguna No. 672, Orange 
County
San Diego No. 35, San Diego County
San Dimas No. 428, Los Angeles County
San Fernando No. 343, Los Angeles County
San Marino No. 408, Los Angeles County
Santa Maria No. 580, San Diego County
Santa Monica-Palisades No. 307, Los 
Angeles 
Gate Three Stars No. 296, San Diego 
County
Solomon's Staircase No. 357, Orange 
County
South Pasadena No. 290, Los Angeles 
County
South West No. 283, San Diego County
Southern California No. 529, Los Angeles 
County
Sunnyside No. 577, Los Angeles County
Sunset No. 369, Los Angeles County
Temecula Catalina Island No. 524, Riverside
Temescal Palms No. 314, Riverside County
The Downtown Masonic No. 859, Los 
Angeles 
The Thirty-Three No. 878, Orange County
Three Great Lights No. 323, Los Angeles 
County
Torrance University No. 394, Los Angeles 
County
Tujunga No. 592, Los Angeles County
Upland-Mt. Baldy No. 419, San Bernardino 
County
Van Nuys No. 450, Los Angeles County
Veritas No. 855, Orange County
Victorville No. 634, San Bernardino County
Vista No. 687, San Diego County
Wayfarers No. 889, Orange County
West Covina No. 446, Los Angeles County
Widows Sons No. 869, Riverside County
William Rhodes Hervey No. 767, Los 
Angeles 
Wisdom No. 202, Los Angeles County
Ye Olde Cup & Ball No. 880, Orange County
Yorba Linda No. 469, Orange County
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Scottish Rite of Freemasonry Southern Jurisdiction

Ill. James D. Cole, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander

Ill. Arthur Salazar, Jr., 33°
Deputy in California

of the Supreme Council, 33º

Ill. Ralph Shelton, 33°
Personal Representative of the

Deputy in California

Jack C. Hennings Jr., 32°
Assistant to the Personal

Representative

Orange County Valley Scottish Rite of Freemasonry
Lodge of Perfection Chapter Rose Croix Council of Kadosh Consistory

Venerable Master
Larry Griffin, 32° KSA

Wise Master
Barry Mckinley, 32º

Commander
Joshua S Price, 32°

Master of Kadosh
Ross Hernandez, 32°

Senior Warden
Alejo Valarde, 32º

Senior Warden
vacant

1st Lieutenant Commander
vacant

Prior
vacant

Junior Warden
Ehab Sheira, 32°

Junior Warden
vacant

2nd Lieutenant Commander
vacant

Preceptor
vacant

Orator
Christian DeDios, 32º

Orator
Christian DeDios, 32º

Orator
Christian DeDios, 32º

Minister of State
Christian DeDios, 32º

Almoner
Hon. Russ Hennings, 32° KCCH

Almoner
Hon. Russ Hennings, 32° KCCH

Almoner
Hon. Russ Hennings, 32° KCCH

Almoner
Hon. Russ Hennings, 32° KCCH

Secretary
Hon. Jamie Hopkins, 32º KCCH

Secretary
Hon. Jamie Hopkins, 32º KCCH

Recorder 
Hon. Jamie Hopkins, 32º KCCH

Registrar
Hon. Jamie Hopkins, 32º KCCH

Treasurer
Bro. David Gilman, 32°

Treasurer
Bro. David Gilman, 32°

Treasurer
Bro. David Gilman, 32°

Treasurer
Bro. David Gilman, 32°

Prelate
James Olivier, 32° KCCH

Prelate
James Olivier, 32° KCCH

Prelate
James Olivier, 32° KCCH

Prelate
James Olivier, 32° KCCH

Tiler
Christian DeDios, 32°

Tiler
Christian DeDios, 32°

Sentinel
Christian DeDios, 32°

Tiler
Christian DeDios, 32°
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