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Important News
Dear Brethren,
The Orange County Scottish Rite Valley is pleased and honored to announce the appointment of
one of our own, to be an accredited diplomat sent by the United States to represent our nation in a foreign
country.
May I present to you, Illustrious Donald R. Tapia, 33°, Ambassador to
Jamaica. Ill. Tapia, who spearheaded the making of our Valley, then known as
the Santa Ana Scottish Rite Valley, and who also helped create and fund the
formation of our RiteCare Childhood Language Center, has been appointed by
the President of the United States, Donald J. Trump, and confirmed by the
United States Senate, on a 66 to 26 vote.
With his appointment, Mr.
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the United States of America, Donald R. Tapia
has become the highest-ranking diplomat and a representative
of our sovereign nation and the Chief Officer of our Embassy in
Kingston, Jamaica.
During a reception, Ambassador Tapia said, “I’m very
honored and humbled.
This is your legacy that
you’re actually going to leave.”
Brother Ill. Tapia is the former CEO and Chairman of the
Board for ESSCO, a Wholesale Electric company with locations in
California and Arizona.
Mr. Tapia grew up in Detroit before joining the Air Force,
where he was appointed as Advisor Japanese Air Defense
Be sure to visit our new Scottish Rite web site
Forces, PACAF - the Air Force Intelligence (U-2).
at OCSCOTTISHRITE.ORG!
He worked in California before ending up in Arizona.
Brother Ill. Tapia was raised to the sublime degree of
Master Mason on November 1959, in the Zion Lodge #1, F.
(Continued on page 10)

We need your email address so we can
electronically send you the Scottish Rite News.
Call the office at 714 543-7277 and give it to
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Orange County Scottish Rite Officers
Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33º
Sovereign Grand Commander

Ill. Frank Loui, 33º
SGIG Orient of California

Hon. Francisco Rosario, 32° KCCH
Personal Representative of the
SGIG of the Orient of California
(714) 543-7277
frosario@ocscottishrite.org

Jamieson Hopkins, 32º
General Secretary

Ill. David Kussman, 33° IGH
Asst. to the Personal Rep.

Hon. Mike Gowder, 32º KCCH

(714) 543-7277
gensec@
ocschottishrite.org

(714) 543-7277
dkussman@
ocscottishrite.org

(619) 823-4109
mgowder@
ylmasons.com

Shawn McCuen, 32º
Wise Master

Hon. David Price, 32º KCCH

714-335-8941
shawnmccuen66@

dpriceless@att.net

Commander

gmail.com

Hon. Shawn Smith, 32° KCCH….……..Treasurer
Ill. David J. Kussman, 33⁰...…………....Chaplain
Mark S. Hoage, 32° …….………...Asst. Secretary
Ill. Lloyd Clayton, 33°. …….……..……. Almoner
James Cervantes, 32°....…....Director of the Work

Venerable Master

Jeff Kimble, 32º
Master of Kadosh
jjkimble90@
gmail.com

Vacant………………...……...,,,..........Dir. of Ritual
Hon. James McCallion, 32° KCCH…..,..Classroom Dir.
Vacant……………..…,,,,…Dir. Props and Costumes
Larry Griffin, 32º……..……...…...…...Photographer
Hon. Jack Alastuey, 32° KCCH……..…..…......Tiler

Orange County Valley Scottish Rite office: 801 N. French Street Santa Ana, CA 92701
Hours: Monday 10-2, Wednesday 10-2, Friday 10-2, Closed Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday
Voice (714) 543-7277, Fax (714) 543-9754

Stated Meetings First Monday of the month, 6:30 pm, dinner follows @ 7:15 pm (reservations requested)
Anaheim DeMolay Center, 303 W. Lincoln Ave. Anaheim, CA 92805
The Valley of Orange County, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry
Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of America,
Office: 801 N. French Street, Santa Ana, CA 92701, publishes the Scottish Rite News monthly. No Subscription Price.
Bro. Mark Hoage, 32°, Editor. (951) 743-3742, email: mhoage@ocscottishrite.org
All articles must be submitted prior to the 15th of the month.
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General Secretary
Brethren:
We have now been in our new office for nearly a month. Our new address is: 2001 E.
4th St., Suite 202, Santa Ana, CA. 92705. Our office hours are from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm on
Mondays and Thursdays. Also, we have voicemail available on the days we are out. We enjoyed our previous office location for 40 years. The family who were our landlords decided
to sell the property. We believe our new location in an office building will better suit the
needs of the OCSR.
The dues notices for 2020 are now in the mail. If you haven't yet received yours, you will receive it
this month. If you have any questions about your dues status, don't hesitate to call or email us at the office. Our Fall Reunion is coming up on October 25th & 26th. Please keep talking up the Orange County
Valley to Master Masons at your Blue Lodges. We have room for more candidates in the Fall class. Finally, the biggest event for the Valley in September is the Distinguished Speaker series immediately after
the September 9th Stated Meeting. Past Grand Master R. Stephen Doan will give a superb talk. Please
call the office to make your dinner reservations. Have an outstanding September.
Fraternally,

Jamie Hopkins 32°
General Secretary
714-543-7277

Editor
Greetings Brothers,
Another big thanks to the contributors to our newsletter. Their efforts help make
this job of keeping you informed manageable. I encourage everyone to stop by our new
location to see all of the hard work our OC Scottish Valley moving team accomplished. Remember to get your reservations into the OCSR Valley office to assist us keeping our dinner expenses under control. Looking forward to seeing everyone at the next Stated Meeting which is on SEPTEMBER 9th!
Please let me know if you or someone you know has an interesting article to include, we need new
material. Remember the publication deadline each month is the 15th so let’s hear from you authors out
there.
Send all submissions to: mshusaac@charter.net .
Fraternally,

Mark Hoage, 32°
Editor
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Venerable Master
Fraternal Greetings,
September gives us the Autumnal Equinox and the change of seasons. The Equinox symbolizes balance. The days and nights are in equilibrium. As masons, we yearn for this same equilibrium. We see that theme so many times in our degrees.
I am so looking forward to hearing our next distinguished speaker, Ill. R. Stephen Doan at our September stated meeting. I am sure his talk on Scottish Rite Masonry will be enlightening to all in
attendance. I hope that you all can make it.
I have really been enjoying the new Master Craftsman program that our Education Director, Bro. Andrew
Todd is leading. We had a great discussion prior to the August Stated meeting and I can easily say I am learning a
lot about the formation of our craft. There is still time to join us. We meet at 5:30 pm prior to the Stated Meeting in
the conference room.
I am now entering the third trimester as your Venerable Master. My focus is now shifting towards helping
my replacement get his footing for next year.
Please get involved, my brothers, we have so many opportunities.
Fraternally,

Mike Gowder, 32°, KCCH
Venerable Master
Orange County Lodge of Perfection

Senior Warden
Brotherly Love, Relief, Truth. One of the first lessons we learn in Masonry and perhaps the
most important. The practice of Brotherly Love teaches us to consider all of our human species as
one family. Relief, to be of charitable practice to all, particularly our Brethren in Freemasonry regardless of rank or distinction. Truth, that divine attribute that teaches us to conduct ourselves
with upright moral conduct that should dissuade us from any false or hypocritical conduct toward
anyone at any time.
Consider for a moment your own life. Your own conduct. Not only toward your fellow Masons, but to the world at large. Our influence and actions reflect not only on ourselves, but on the Fraternity as a
whole. I find sometimes it is important to reflect on the most basic lessons in Freemasonry as well as the more advanced studies we take up in the Scottish Rite. Without those foundational teachings, our Masonic edifice would
surely fail and tumble to the ground. Which is why the words “Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth” sit not only
above my desk at home, but at my office as well. They are a constant reminder that my reputation as a man, and as
a Mason come above all, and that I should value the integrity I’ve worked so hard to build. How about you? Do you
remind yourself of these truly important duties?
Our job as Masons, is to inspire those around us to continually better themselves. To be the best possible
versions of themselves that they can possibly be… Mason or not. My admonition to you, as it is to myself, is to remember that in your day-to-day conduct. Now go forth, and practice those noble virtues!

James Cervantes, 32º
Senior Warden - Lodge of Perfection
Director of The Work
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Wise Master
Dear Brothers,
Summer is coming to an end. The days now begin to shorten, and the nights increase
in length. Hopefully the daytime temperatures start to decrease as well. We will soon begin
the beautiful season of fall. The kiddos return to school; much thanks to the Great Architect
for that! The natural colors of our environment begin to morph from bright greens and yellows, to softer tones of orange and brown. With the end of August and the beginning of September comes Labor Day weekend.
If you are a member of Orange Grove Lodge that means one thing...The Orange International
Food Street Fair. The Jobs Daughters and Rainbow Girls both have booths, as well as the Segerstrom
Family's Child ID Booth. It's an extremely busy weekend and I have had the privilege of working the
Rainbow Girl's Funnel Cake Booth for the last 4 years. The girls have been fortunate to come under the
guidance of Mrs. Erin McKinley, the spouse of one of our Valley's newest members, Brother Berry McKinley 32°. It is quite possibly the longest, most hard-working weekend of my entire year. By cleanup Sunday
night, myself, the girls, and the other adults are absolutely beat. That being said, there isn't much that
gives me this type of a closeness to Masonry. By that I mean the entire weekend is full of opportunities to
be of service, to enrich the kids' work ethic, and show that they are loved and cared for.
This is the same type of commitment that the Brothers of our Valley have for the Childhood Language Center. I love a good Stated Meeting. I love rituals and degrees. I love rings and funny hats with
awesome logos. I find that all of these aspects prepare me to go forth and do what Masonry is really
about, and that's good old-fashioned work. Work for our community, work for the kiddos, and work to be
an example of what it takes to not just keep the status quo, but to constantly improve one’s self and one’s
community. If any Brother or family member of a Brother is interested in being a part of this amazing
weekend full of love and energy. Please contact me at: (714) 335-8941.
Fraternally yours,
Shawn McCuen32°
Wise Master.

Commander
Greetings Brothers !
Please, mark your calendars for Sunday, October 6…our 2019 Fall Super Breakfast !
Your culinary gifted Brothers will be preparing and serving ‘made to order omelets, biscuits
and gravy, cheesy potatoes, Belgian waffles, sausage and the KING OF ALL MEATS, BACON !
The cost is $10 for adults and $5 for children 10 and under. Tickets will be mailed shortly.
Open to all Masons, non-Masons, friends and family. Looking forward to seeing you there!!

David Price 32ᵒ KCCH
Commander, Council of Kadosh
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Master of Kadosh
Greetings Brethren,
Summer is coming to an end, and the Fall is approaching. Lyric night of the lingering Indian Summer, shadowy fields that are scentless but full of singing, never a bird, but
the passionless chant of insects, ceaseless, insistent. The grasshopper’s horn, and far-off,
high in the maples, the wheel of a locust leisurely grinding the silence under a moon waning
and worn, broken, tired with summer. Let me remember you, voices of little insects, weeds
in the moonlight, fields that are tangled with asters, let me remember, soon will the winter
be on us, snow-hushed and heavy. Over my soul murmur your mute benediction, while I gaze, o fields that
rest after harvest, as those who part look long in the eyes they lean to, lest they forget them. - Sara Teasdale, “September Midnight”
I would just like to touch on this topic of the Knights of St. Andrew (KSA). For those brothers
who do not know what the KSA is or does. The KSA does the little things around the valley from cleaning
up after stated meetings to helping at Reunion classes to just overall service to the Valley. Brother Frias
was elected as our First Knight. I am the Secretary of the Knights, so I would just like to extend a warm
welcome to those brothers who may be interested or would like to return. Please feel free to reach out to
me or Brother Frias about how to become a member or how to get involved again and we can provide further details or answers to any questions, you may present to us. I will be mentioning this message on the
KSA each month. There will be a tentative Knighting Ceremony in October, the brothers being knighted
will be informed of details soon.
(Continued on page 9)

Director of Masonic Education
Greetings Brothers.

Our second Distinguished Speaker event is happening!
On Monday September 9th, at 6:45pm, during a tiled meeting, Most Worshipful & Illustrious Brother R. Stephen Doan, 33°, will be speaking to us about “THE SCOTTISH RITE RITUAL
AND ITS HISTORICAL CONTEXT."
Please note that this event is open to Scottish Rite Masons only.

SEE PAGE 11 FOR DETAILS

A friendly reminder that we’re holding our Master Craftsman Study Group prior to each Stated Meeting at
5:30pm. This is your opportunity to enhance your understanding of the Craft, its degrees, and esoterica; and a
chance to participate in true Masonic scholarship with your brothers. Brother James Cervantes has graciously volunteered to lead the activities and guide us on our path.
If you'd like to attend, please prepare by visiting the website for information about the books and other information to get you started: www.ocscottishrite.org/master-craftsman-program
You can also reach out to me directly for information and access to our Facebook group.
I'll see you in the classroom!

Andrew Todd, 32°

Director of Masonic Education
atodd@ocscottishrite.org
(949) 288-3739
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Language Center News
Did You Know
Donations to The
Orange County Childhood Language Center
Are Income Tax Deductible?
A Community Program of the Scottish Rite Foundation for Children
with Speech and Language Challenges
Executive Director:
Dr. Judy Montgomery, Chapman University
Speech Language Pathologies:
Leslie Sierra-Guzman, MA CCC-SLP
Chris Switzer, MA CCC-SLP
Laura Garcia-Maxey, MA CCC-SLP
Francine Wenhardt, CCC-SLP
www.OCLanguageCenter.org
Please support your Orange County Childhood Language Center by making
an individual, group, or company donation.

Support our Center by becoming a member:
President’s Circle:
365 Club:
Center Club:

A donation of $500 or more each year
A donation of $365 each year
A donation of $100 each year

Please Make Yours Today!
By visiting our Web Site
http://www.oclanguagecenter.org/donate/
Or
Make check payable
To: Orange County CLC
Send Check To:
801 N. French Street
Santa Ana, CA 92701

Supporters of the OC Childhood Language Center for 2016

OC CLC
Communication
President’s Circle Members
Ted Segerstrom, 32°
Ill. Donald Tapia, 33°
Ill. Pete Jantz, 33°
Ill. Ray Godeke, 33°
Robert & Kathy Olsen
Jim Andronaco, Sidepath
Ill. James D. Nyfeler, 33°
Frankie & Cristi Rosario
Sylvia & Jim Garrett
Dr. Judy Montgomery
Joe Manning, Manning Law
Betty McMicken
Dr. Mary Kennedy
Daniel Dunn

Samuel Brandes, 32°
Mike Selix, 32° KCCH
Cynthia Olsen & Michele Bakkila
Tom Olsen, 32°
Ill. Art Salazar, 33°
Nick Villasenor, 32°
Ill. David Kussman, 33°
Anne Hertz
David & Deni Frias
Ted & Elaine Olsen
Robert Pickell, 32°
Chase May 32°
Alfredo Molina 32° KCCH
Andrew Todd 32°

Jeff Tran

Ken Montgomery

Orange County Scottish Rite Foundation
365 Club Members
Cliff Carpenter, 32°
Center Club Members
Thomas Mathisen
David W. Lockwood, 32°
Nathan Fay
Muthurangam Balasubramaniam

Deanna K Zawistowski
Frederick R. McCuistion, Jr
Richard Christy

For Information Please Contact - President
David Frias, 32°
Cell: 714-600-8538 - Email: dfrias@oclanguagecenter.org

Gala Fundraising Dinner
At Highway 39
to benefit the
Orange County Childhood
Language Center
OC Childhood Language Center
Office: 714-972-2646
Email: info@oclanguagecenter.org

Scottish Rite News

Page 8

Language Center News

Hello from the OC Childhood Language
Center.
We are now located at 2001 E. 4th Street, Suite
202, Santa Ana, CA 92705. The move was a huge success. Everyone is very excited about writing this new
chapter in our long and successful story of helping the
children in Santa Ana become great communicators!
Moving an
office after such a
long time in one
place turned into
a very large task.
Over the years
we have accumulated a lot of extra stuff. The
Team did a great
job in quickly sorting through all the stuff and getting
ready for the move. When the movers arrived we were
completely
prepared.
A Friend
of the Club
recommended
Pearl Moving
Company assuring us they
would provide
a fair price.
They arrived
sharply at 8:00am on moving day ready to tackle the
job. If you need a mover call Mike at 714-241-9560.
They worked very hard nonstop until the job was
done. Everything was wrapped, even the computers,
and arrived safely at the new location.

It was bittersweet to leave the French Street
property. So many kids and families have received
such critical
care when
they walked
through those
doors. Plus
we all are
very fond of
the family
that owned
the house and
the feeling
was mutual.
Chapman University was on hand on moving
day to help coordinate the CLC move. They returned the next day to unpack and organize the office. This new space provides a bunch of new exciting opportunities to improve the operations of the
CLC. The new phones are operational and the internet is blazing fast.
Thank you to Honorable Mike Selix for
providing all the moving boxes and tape. A Big
Thank You to our General Secretary Jamie Hopkins
for daring to help clean up the basement. This was
beyond the call of duty. Illustrious Lloyd Clayton
also deserves our Thanks for all his help. He is a
treasure to our Valley! Lastly our PR, Honorable
Frankie Rosario was with us all every step of the
way helping to pack and coordinate the move for
both organizations! He was even in the basement
with the Gen Sec sorting through all the old stuff.
Remember to sign up to attend the Annual Give
of Voice Gala dinner on September 7th. This will be
held at the Highway 39 Event center and will be a
fun celebration. Please use the following link to sign
up now!
Please visit this link to register:
https://www.oclanguagecenter.org/news/gala/
Sincerely yours,

David Frias, 32°
President, OC CLC Board of Directors
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OCSR 2019 Calendar

2019
PLEASE NOTE DATE CHANGE!
September
October

November

9th—Stated Meeting 6:30 pm
6th—Fall Super Breakfast 9am-Noon
Anaheim DeMolay Center
7th—Stated Meeting 6:30 pm
25th—Fall Reunion Class 5:00 –9:00pm
26th—Fall Reunion Class 8:00am—
4:00pm Anaheim DeMolay Center
4th—Stated Meeting 6:30 pm

September Dinner
Menu
Chicken Marsala
Rice Pilaf
Vegetable Medley
Garden Salad
Dinner Rolls
Desert

Reduced Dinner Prices
We are once again be back to our reduced meal cost for our Stated Meeting dinners. They are $10
down from our regular $14. How many other things in your life can you say the same thing about? Please
be sure to call in your dinner reservations to the OCSR Valley office.

Master of Kadosh

(continued from page 6)

“The criers of the Mysteries speak again, bidding all men welcome to the House of Light. The great
institution of materiality has failed. The false civilization built by man has turned, and like the monster of
Frankenstein, is destroying its creator. Religion wanders aimlessly in the maze of theological speculation.
Science batters itself impotently against the barriers of the unknown. Only transcendental philosophy
knows the path. Only the illumined reason can carry the understanding part of man upward to the light.
Only philosophy can teach man to be born well, to live well, to die well, and in perfect measure be born
again. Into this band of the elect--those who have chosen the life of knowledge, of virtue, and of utility-the philosophers of the ages invite YOU.”
― Manly P. Hall, The Secret Teachings of All Ages
Sincerely and Fraternally,

Jeff Kimble, 32°
Master of Kadosh
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& A. M. in Detroit Michigan. He also belongs to Havasu Lodge # 64 F. & A. M. in Lake Havasu City, Arizona, and as a past board member of Arizona Masonic Charities for many years. He was the Past, First
President and founding member of the Santa Ana Scottish Rite Club, (one of four founders), until finally
becoming the Santa Ana Scottish Rite Valley. Ill. Tapia is a member of the Royal Order of Scotland and a
Robert Bruce Life Member.
Other masonic affiliations include: Phoenix Commandery York Rite Bodies; Phoenix, Arizona, El
Zaribah Temple A.A.O.N.M.S.; Phoenix, Arizona. Al Malikah Temple; Life Associate Member, Los Angeles, California, Lake Havasu Shrine Club; Past President (Honorary Life Member), El Bandito Shrine
Club; founding member, Benevolent Order of the Crab Caw #4; Lake Charles, Louisiana, Imperial Membership Committee, Board of Governors Shriner's Hospital for Crippled Children (Los Angeles Unit), Vice
Chairman Finance/Budget Committee, Order of Quetzalcoatl, Teocali 7, Order of the Eastern Star; Lexington, Kentucky, DeMolay Past Chapter Dad, Advisory Council, Yorba Linda, California, League Administrator; Orange County, California, DeMolay Honorary Legion of Honor, DeMolay Preceptory; Arizona/California, DeMolay Alumni Associate Charter/Life Member.
Ill. Tapia earned a B.A. and M.B.A. from Saint Leo University, Saint Leo, Florida, where he was
also awarded an Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters. Highly noted for his business acumen, Don went
on to serve on Saint Leo’s board of trustees and later as chairman.
By 2010, after meeting with the university’s top administrators, he committed to a leading gift to
the university, propelling the development of the state-of-the-art, 48,000 square foot Donald R. Tapia
School of Business.
In 2008, after connecting with the men who he helped achieve their goal in chartering, Donald R.
Tapia was formally initiated at Saint Leo into the Sigma-Theta chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon Fraternity.
In 2015, and by his support to the TKE Educational Foundation, the Midwest Regional Leadership Conference was renamed the Donald R. Tapia Regional Leadership Conference.
Ill. Tapia achievements in life are a true representation of his energy and commitment to our masonic values, especially when it comes to leaving the world better than he found it.
On behalf of the members of the Orange County Scottish Rite Valley, we would like to congratulate Ill. Brother Tapia, for achieving this honor and for being selected to represent our nation abroad. We
are proud of you and look forward to seeing you become an exemplary Ambassador for our country.
Sincerely and Fraternally yours,

Hon. Francisco Rosario, 32° KCCH
Personal Representative
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Guest Speaker Ill. R. Stephen R. Doan, 33°
The Orange County Scottish
Rite Valley is pleased and honored
to announce the next speaker in our
Distinguish Speakers Series.
On Monday September 9th,
at 6:45pm, during a tiled meeting,
Most Worshipful & Illustrious
Brother R. Stephen Doan, 33°, will
be speaking about “THE SCOTTISH RITE RITUAL AND ITS
HISTORICAL CONTEXT."
MW & Ill. Brother R. Stephen Doan, 33°, is the President and
a Fellow of the Philalethes Society,
the oldest independent Masonic research society in North America,
and a frequent speaker on Masonic topics.
He served as Grand Master of Masons in California from 1992 – 1993. He also served as Grand Sovereign of the Red Cross of Constantine for the United States of America, Mexico and the Philippines and is
its current Grand Recorder.
He is a 33° and Past Venerable Master of the Valley of Los Angeles in the Scottish Rite and has
been Chairman of the Board of the Midnight Mission in Los Angeles for more than twenty-five years.
To make reservations for this speaking event and dinner (following shortly after the presentation),
please email our General Secretary at gensec@ocscottishrite.org or call our Valley Office at (714) 543-7277.
The cost of Dinner is only $12.00.
Please share this information with other members of your Valley; we are expecting to have a truly
enlightening evening.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Andrew Todd, 32°

Director of Masonic Education
atodd@ocscottishrite.org
949.288.3739

Please support our Sponsors

Please support our Sponsors

Business Card

$20 per month

Advertising space is available in this
Publication to all interested Masons.
Grand Lodge guidelines apply.
$200 per year
1/2 page
$80 per month

1/4 page

$40 per month

$400 per year

Full page

$160 per month

$800 per year
$1600 per year

