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Wise Master ◦ Masonic Education ◦ Editor 

From the Chapter Rose Croix 

Beware the Ides of March!  ~ William Shakespeare

Such an ominous threat from history’s most famous bard, and one that 

leads us, ultimately, to this month’s theme: Loyalty.

But first, a little background:

In the time of Julius Caesar the Romans did not mark their calendars 

the same way we do today. Instead, they counted back from three fixed points of the 

month: the Nones (early in the month), the Ides (mid-month), and the Kalends (1st of 

the following month). In the earliest calendar, the Ides of March would have been the 

first full moon of the new year.

This was, traditionally, a holy time for the Romans with many religious observances. 

But it would, of course, become infamous for something completely different.

On the Ides of March in the year 44 BC Caesar made his way to the Theatre of Pompey 

to attend the Senate as he had done many times before. A soothsayer had predicted bad 

Scottish Rite News  Page 1

newsOrange County Scottish Rite
Orient of California, Southern Jurisdiction



Volume 6, Issue 3 March 2020

things for the Emperor before the end of this fateful day, and his wife was troubled by 

nightmares of his death the evening prior. She’d begged him not to go.

On his way he passed the seer who had predicted his downfall and derisively 

commented, “The Ides of March are come”, implying that the prophecy had not been 

fulfilled, to which the seer replied “Aye, Caesar; but not gone.” And so it was, that day, 

that a group of Roman Senators, led by Marcus Brutus, exacted the assassination of their 

Emperor.

It is from this infamous act of treachery that we are left with Julius Caesar’s (supposed) 

last words: “Et tu, Brute?” (“And you, Brutus?”)

Which, incidentally, may be the source of the English word brutal. Although I have absolutely no 

data to back this up. But I digress…
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Much can be said about the reasons for this bold betrayal, but it really came down to 

this: The Senate believed that Caesar had become too powerful. And in his undoing, we 

have one of history’s greatest examples of treason and betrayal; which is the mirror we 

can hold up to discuss loyalty.

One of the foundations of freemasonry is loyalty. Loyalty to our brothers, loyalty to 

duty, loyalty to our Venerable and Worshipful Masters who lead and guide their 

respective houses.

Loyalty is often unglamorous, or worse, inconvenient. It requires sacrifice. It often 

requires the setting aside of one’s own ambitions for the benefit of friendship, love, or 

the greater good. Loyalty is quiet and unassuming; it requires humility.

I would encourage all brothers to contemplate loyalty in the days and weeks to come. 

Consider to whom you owe loyalty. Consider why you owe this loyalty to them. 

Recognize the sacrifices that you’re making and the benefits that will be recognized 

from its efforts.

Until next month, my brothers, I (tongue planted firmly in cheek) bid you a hearty, “Et 

tu, brother?”

Masonic Education 
A friendly reminder that we’re holding our Master Craftsman Study Group prior to 

each Stated Meeting at 5:45pm. This is your opportunity to enhance your 

understanding of the Craft, its degrees, and esoterica; and a chance to participate in true 

Masonic scholarship with your brothers. Our Venerable Master James Cervantes has 

graciously volunteered to lead the activities and guide us on our path.
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If you'd like to attend, please prepare by visiting the website for information about the 

books and other information to get you started:

www.ocscottishrite.org/master-craftsman-program 

The Master Craftsman Program 
For those unaware, the Master Craftsman is a by-mail 

correspondence course. Each participant is required to do 

some scholarly reading in advance and complete a written 

quiz which is mailed to the Supreme Council for grading. 

As each quiz is completed, a new one is sent and the 

program progresses. The course consists of 7 quizzes, after 

completion of which the successful participant will receive 

a certificate and a lapel pin.

Our study group is being formed to enhance the experience through fraternal 

collaboration, discussion, and rumination. We have started our sessions at the very 

beginning:  Master Craftsman: Symbolic Lodge and ESOTERIKA.
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OC Scottish Rite 2020 Upcoming Calendar 
Monday	 Master Craftsman Study, 5:45pm

March 2nd	 Stated Meeting, 6:30pm

                 	 ✷✷ MOVIE NIGHT! 33 & Beyond ✷✷


Monday	 Master Craftsman Study, 5:45pm

April 6th	 Stated Meeting, 6:30pm

	 ✷✷ DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER EVENT ✷✷


Sunday	 Super Breakfast, 8:00am

April 19th	 Anaheim DeMolay Center

http://www.ocscottishrite.org/master-craftsman-program
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The Scottish Rite Master Craftsman: Symbolic Lodge course will familiarize students 

with aspects of the development of Blue Lodge Masonry and explore some of its 

developing symbolism. This will reveal that the “High Degrees” began to develop soon 

after formation of the Premier Grand Lodge (1717). Albert Pike’s book, Esoterika: The 

Symbolism of the Blue Degrees of Freemasonry, along with Arturo de Hoyos’ Scottish 

Rite Ritual Monitor & Guide (3d edition) will be used to demonstrate a rational and 

philosophical interpretation for much of what is found in Craft Masonry.

Quiz #2 
The month of March sees us tackling Quiz #2 of the Symbolic Lodge program. If you 

want to join us, please purchase the books and read the following in preparation for the 

quiz:

Albert Pike’s Esoterika, pp. xvii-xliii and 75-88 

The Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor and Guide, pp. 75-93 

Note: If you don’t have the big Monitor and Guide book, let me know and I can get you a PDF document of the 
required reading.

If you’re just getting started we can also help you with Quiz #1. You can also reach 

out to me directly for information and access to our Facebook group.

Thanks to all our brothers for your interest and participation. I’ll see you in the 

classroom!

Speaking of Facebook 
Did you know that your Valley has a Facebook page? Be sure to stop 

by and like us next time you’re online!

https://www.facebook.com/ocscottishrite 
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From the Editor 
I’d like to express my thanks again to the heads of body for contributing their excellent 

and thoughtful articles this month and for doing so in a timely fashion.

Calling All Writers! 
You don’t have to be a head of body or a member of the line to contribute to this 

newsletter! If you have something to say from a masonic perspective — perhaps 

insights into your masonic ruminations, scholarly endeavors you’d like to share, or 

general news for the brethren — this newsletter is your conduit for those ideas. I 

encourage any and all brothers who’d like to contribute something to this newsletter to 

send their ideas to:

editor@ocscottishrite.org 

I’ll work with you on getting your article together for the next issue.

Fraternally, 

Andrew Todd, 32°  
Wise Master, Chapter of Rose Croix  
Editor, Director of Masonic Education 
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Visit Your Valley Online 
Be sure to visit our new Scottish Rite web site at OCSCOTTISHRITE.ORG.  
We need your email address so we can electronically send you the Scottish Rite News. Call 
the office at (714) 543-7277 and give it to our Secretary or leave a message. Thanks! 
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Master of Kadosh 

Loyalty: The word loyalty conjures up thoughts of blind obedience, or 

following orders whether or not you agree with them. Surprise! That’s 

exactly what loyalty is. When you pledge your loyalty to a person or a 

cause, you are committing to stand behind him or the organization (so 

long as you are not causing harm to yourself) and that loyalty should 

never be questioned.

Loyalty is essential in relationships, in camaraderie, in war and in 

peace. We must be loyal to our County, to God, and to the values we hold dear, and 

especially loyalty to Freemasonry.

It is through this loyal brotherhood that we thrive. As Masons, we know that we can 

count on each other’s word and deeds – in other words, we can count on their Loyalty.

Here’s to a happy, prosperous, meaningful, and very loyal 2020. 

Rob Rappaport, 32°  
Master of Kadosh 
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Reduced Dinner Prices  
We will once again be back to our reduced meal cost for our March Stated Meeting dinner. 
They will once again be $10 down from our regular $14. How many other things in your life can 
you say the same thing about? Please be sure to call in your dinner reservations to the OCSR 
Valley office. 
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Commander of Kadosh 

Brothers: I welcome you to another month of being a loyal brother of 

our order. Whether behind the scenes or in the eye of the public we 

have many brothers who show their loyalty each and every day to one 

another. Whether it be through the Language Center, piggy banks or 

passing of the offering continually serving our fellow man in great and 

small charities shows those outside our group what it means to be a 

true and loyal brother. 

Loyalty is a noun from the old French word loial and has a meaning of the quality of 

faithfulness, fidelity, fealty and allegiance. The faithfulness of so many of our brothers is 

what drives me to continue to do my best in any way possible. I have seen many show 

their fidelity and allegiance to our cause and thus gives me strength to carry on.

May this find you in strength and peace,

Bob White, 32°  
Commander of Kadosh
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General Secretary 

Brethren: With the busy period of the start of the year well behind us, 

March is a great time to rebuild your connection with the Scottish Rite. 

The Stated Meeting of March 2nd provides a perfect opportunity to 

enjoy the benefits of participation in your Valley of Orange County. This 

Stated Meeting begins at 6:30 pm and will be followed by dinner and a 

special screening of a Masonic movie. You joined the Scottish Rite to 

receive more light in Masonry. This special event is being presented for 

that express purpose. Please email or call the office to reserve your spot.

If any Brothers are unclear about their 2020 membership dues status, please email or 

call the office. We are still hearing from some Brothers who mailed their dues in only to 

have them returned in the mail due to the old address printed on the dues return form. 

That was an inadvertent error which is hopefully behind us. The earlier that a Brother 

pays his dues, the earlier he will get to enjoy all of the special programs scheduled for 

this year. if you have a good candidate for Scottish Rite in your Blue Lodge, please get a 

petition for degrees completed so we can read and vote on his petition before our May 

Reunion. Our initiation fee now includes enrollment and all study materials for the 

Master Craftsmen class which is a major bonus. We are all familiar with the ageless 

adage: "You get out of Masonry what you put in to it." Now is the ideal time to 

maximize the return on your investment in the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry.. 

Fraternally,

Jamie Hopkins 32° 
General Secretary 
714-543-7277 
gensec@ocscottishrite.org 
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Language Center News 

Greetings from the OC Childhood Language Center  
Welcome to the RiteCare Childhood Language Center of Orange 

County where children’s smiles are brighter than the sun.  We 

have two amazing stories to share with you this month but let’s 

take a look at the numbers first.  In January we evaluated four 

children and all will benefit from the services we provide.  66 

children are currently enrolled for weekly therapy sessions with 

our student clinicians at the CLC.  Interestingly we have 3 sets of 

twins, another 3 siblings in one family and 2 families with 2 siblings each, all enrolled at 

our Language Center.  

Children helping Children! 
In this picture we have two young boys, Wade and Elliot, who attend the CLC.  They 

have become great friends by sharing their time at the CLC.  

When Wade started attending the CLC, he was non-verbal. His only way of 

communicating to his parents and teachers was through gestures, head nods, and 

tantrums.  Wade was a very frustrated little boy.  The smaller boy, Elliot, only spoke a 

few select words so a conversation or speaking 

in sentences was not possible. 

These boys became friends in the waiting room. 

By the end of a 12-week semester, Wade had 

enough words to “read” a book to Elliot.  Elliot 

thinks Wade is the “coolest dude ever.” Every 

week, Elliot, with a book in hand, waits for his 
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buddy Wade to arrive to read to him.  Elliot is talking more and tells us about the 

present Santa brought to him at the Scottish Rite Christmas party and he tells us about 

his new baby sister who will be arriving shortly.  These two friends helped each other 

overcome their challenges and become great communicators.

More Children helping Children! 
At a recent Board Meeting for the CLC we learned that more storage was needed to 

help organize all our equipment and make it more accessible to the student clinicians.  

This would help to make the therapy sessions more affective if they could easily find 

the right equipment in a quick manner.  A Board Member, Jim Andronaco, quickly 

volunteered to purchase the wire shelves but now we needed a crew to assemble these 

at the CLC.

Our new Board Member, Danny Dunn, thought this would be a great opportunity to 

teach his son, Elijah, about helping others and the importance of giving back to the 

community.  On a Sunday morning Danny and Elijah met at the CLC in Santa Ana to 

build the shelves.  Elijah was fully involved in the entire process.  Soon he was leading 

the effort while Danny was there to help and provide guidance as Elijah continued to 

Scottish Rite News  Page 11



Volume 6, Issue 3 March 2020

build.  When we were all finished Elijah looked around the office, he started to ask 

questions about what happens at the CLC.  Danny and his family are very familiar with 

the challenges of overcoming communication issues, so he was able to remind Elijah 

about their past experiences.  By helping to build these shelves Elijah was now part of 
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something bigger.  He was helping to change someone’s life by this simple act of 

building shelves. 

I completely enjoyed meeting Elijah and getting to spend some time with his dad, 

Danny at the CLC.  It is easy to see the love Danny has for his son and the gentle fun 

way they work together.  Elijah is very bright; we had a great conversation on that 

Sunday.  Hopefully I’ll get another chance to work with Danny & Elijah soon.

Finished Product! 
We had room for three shelves in the conference room area.  When the student clinicians 

arrived at the CLC office the next day they were very excited to pull everything out of 

boxes and closets and arrange it nicely on the new shelves!  All the tools they need are 

easy to find and are used to help our children and families.

Because of you these great stories are possible.  Thank you for all your support!

David Frias 32° KCCH 
Chairman 
RiteCare Childhood Language Center of Orange County
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A Community Program of the Scottish Rite Foundation for Children with Speech and Language Challenges

Speech Language Pathologists 

Leslie Sierra-Guzman, MA CCC-SLP Chris Switzer, MA CCC-SLP  
Laura Garcia-Maxey, MA CCC-SLP Francine Wenhardt, CCC-SLP

www.oclanguagecenter.org  

Please support your RiteCare Childhood Language Center by making an individual, group, or company 
donation. Support our Center by becoming a member: 

President’s Circle: A donation of $500 or more each year supports one child at the center for a year 
365 Club: A donation of $365 each year  
Center Club: A donation of $100 each year 

Supporters of the RiteCare Childhood Language Center for 2020  
President’s Circle Members ($500 or more) 
Ted Segerstrom, 32° KCCH ● Samuel Brandes, 32° ● Ill. Donald Tapia, 33° ● Mike Selix, 32° KCCH ● Ill. Pete 
Jantz, 33° ● Cynthia Olsen & Michele Bakkila ● ll. Ray Godeke, 33° ● Tom Olsen, 32° ● Robert & Kathy Olsen ● 
Ill. Art Salazar, 33° ● Jim Andronaco, Sidepath ● Nick Villasenor, 32° ● Ill. James D. Nyfeler, 33° ● Ill. David 
Kussman, 33° ● Ill. Frankie Rosario, 33° ● Cristi Shinn ● Anne Hertz ● Sylvia & Jim Garrett ● David & Deni Frias 
● Dr. Judy Montgomery ● Ted & Elaine Olsen ● Joe Manning, Manning Law ● Robert Pickell, 32° ● Betty 
McMicken ● Chase May, 32° ● Dr. Mary Kennedy ● Alfredo Molina, 32° KCCH ● Daniel Dunn ● Andrew and 
Palmera Todd  ● Karen Storaci ● Jeff Tran ● Ken Montgomery ● Richard Dellar ● Gil Estupian ● Cathy & Jason 
Chrest ● Frank Ciltadino ● Raj Patel ● Beth Bind

365 Club Members ($365 each year) 
Cliff Carpenter, 32° 

Center Club Members ($100 each year) 
Thomas Mathisen ● Deanna K Zawistowski ● David W. Lockwood, 32° ● Frederick R. McCuistion, Jr ● Nathan 
Fay ● Richard Christy ● Muthurangam Balasubramaniam

For information please contact: Chairman David Frias, 32° (714) 600-8538, dfrias@oclanguagecenter.org 
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Please Donate! 
Please consider donating to our Language Center during the new year. We are very 

thankful for all your support. To donate, visit:

https://oclanguagecenter.org/donate 

Senior Warden 

The Loyal Toast – ‘To the Queen and the Craft’ And to his liege lord 
the king  

Be true to him over all things. 

The oldest Masonic document in existence, the Regius Manuscript or 

Halliwell Manuscript, which is dated c.1390 and now deposited in the 

British Museum, contains these lines in the Fourteenth Point. 

The Old Charges of the fifteenth century called on Masons to be true to God, true 

liegemen to the King, and true to the Craft. The Charges of a Freemason printed in the 

Constitution of our Grand Lodge (Part VI – 2006) contain this statement: “kings and 

princes in every age have been disposed to encourage the Craftsmen on account of their 

peaceableness and loyalty.” Thus, loyalty to the Sovereign has ever been and still is an 

essential principle of Freemasonry. 

The custom of toasting at Masonic banquets is a tradition of long standing, an inherited 

ritual observed in the early 1700’s and probably before. [i] First place is always given to 

The Loyal Toast – ‘To the Queen and the Craft.’ The significance of the united toast is that 

loyalty to the Sovereign is an essential principle of Freemasonry. It has been suggested 
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that: “The custom of toasts at our festive 

meetings is so old as to have become a social 

landmark – it should not be lightly 

abandoned or tampered with to any serious 

extent. ... We should retain the combined 

form by all means, and we should do so 

whether the reigning Monarch is or is not a 

Freemason.” [ii] 

Many members of the Royal Family in 

Great Britain have been active 

Freemasons and several Royal Dukes 

have served as the Grand Master. 

Frederick Lewis, Prince of Wales, eldest 

son of George II, became a Mason in 1737. HRH The Prince of Wales, later King Edward 

VII (Grand Master 1875-1901), King Edward VIII, who after the Abdication became the 

Duke of Windsor was an active Freemason (initiated 1919), and on his accession in 1936, 

he was appointed Past Grand Master. His brother King George VI was initiated as 

Prince Albert in 1919 and was installed as Grand Master Mason of Scotland in 1936 and 

appointed Past Grand Master of the UGLE on his accession in 1937. On several 

occasions he testified to the beneficial influence of Freemasonry in his life. The present 

Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of England (from 1967) is HRH the Duke of 

Kent, Prince (initiated 1963). HRH Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh, was initiated 

in 1952. 

Scottish Rite News  Page 16

© National Portrait Gallery, London



Volume 6, Issue 3 March 2020

When King George VI died in the early hours of February 5, 1952, he was succeeded by 

his daughter, who was subsequently crowned Queen Elizabeth II on June 2, 1953. The 

question arose, should the Loyal Toast couple a lady with the Craft? Bro. Harry Carr 

provided a definitive answer: “When this toast is given, the Lodge is not bestowing Masonic 

honours on a lady, but displaying its proper and loyal duty to the Crown.” [iii] During her 

long reign (1937- 1901), Queen Victoria was designated ‘Patroness’ or ‘Protectoress’ of 

the Masonic Order. Her father, the Duke of Kent and her son, Prince Edward, both 

served as Grand Masters. 

Some of our most cherished ritual in the General Charge recited at Installation owes its 

origin to a toast to the Queen and the Craft given at a Ladies Night held at the Town 

Hall in Galt (now Cambridge) by V.W. Bro. Otto Klotz when he was Worshipful Master 

of Alma Lodge No. 72 on the Feast of St. John the Evangelist, December 27, 1864. After a 

laudatory reference to Queen Victoria as “that Sovereign who unquestionably is the noblest, 

the best of all the monarchs that ever held the sceptre of Great Britain; loved and revered by all 

her millions of subjects,” he addressed his remarks to the ladies: “In respect to the Craft 

which according to Masonic custom is coupled with the Queen, it may not be inopportune to 

give a few explanations regarding the so-called secret and mysterious Brotherhood, the 

Freemasons, especially so since the Brethren are this evening honoured with the presence of so 

many ladies, whose amiable company they do not often enjoy in this manner. To the ladies, 

therefore, I shall endeavour to explain what Freemasonry is – and in what the real secrets of the 

Craft consist.” Among the “few explanations” that followed, the fourth and fifth 

paragraphs of the General Charge relating to “A Freemason’s Lodge ...” and “The object of 

meeting in the Lodge ...” were included. [iv] 
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Here’s a health unto Her Majesty Elizabeth II was crowned ‘Queen of Canada’ and is 

Canada’s official head of state through which the entire authority of the government is 

set and in whose name laws are enacted. The Grand Master’s Address to the 127th 

Annual Communication of Grand Lodge in 1982 given by M.W. Bro. Howard O. Polk, 

made reference to “an information release under date of January 6, 1911, reciting the 

significance of the time-honoured Toast in which it established that the Toast is an ancient usage 

and custom of ancient Freemasonry” and reminded the Brethren that, “Her Majesty the 

Queen is still the Queen of Canada” and concluded, “It is, therefore, incumbent upon us to be 

very cautious not to take any steps, however trivial they may appear, which might give 
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Important News from the Valley 

Movie Night 
Be sure to stick around after our March 2nd stated meeting. We’ll be casting a special 
screening of 33 & Beyond: The Royal Art of Freemasonry during dinner. This fascinating 
documentary — produced in part by M.W. R. Stephen Doan — promises to provide an 
enlightening and entertaining evening for Scottish Rite masons, your families, and Blue Lodge 
brothers. Dinner costs $10 and reservations are requested. Call (714) 543-7277 to RSVP. 
Please plan on attending! 

Barry the Pig  
Don’t forget to fill those piggies! Bring your banks filed with coins and cash to stated meeting 

and give them to Honorable brother Stuart Meador. If you do not have a piggy bank for your 
spare change, Honorably brother Meador will provide one. 

Help Your Valley Grow! 
Please make an effort to encourage brother Master Masons at Blue Lodge to join this great 

endeavor. Let them know what they are missing out on! You can get applications for new 
membership and affiliation at our website:  https://ocscottishrite.org/join

https://ocscottishrite.org/join
https://ocscottishrite.org/join
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semblance to the idea that the indissoluble connection of the Queen and the Craft is not 

subsisting as it was in the days of our forefathers. Therefore, the Toast should be continued, 

unaltered and undisturbed.” [v] 

In our Grand Jurisdiction, protocol directs that the Loyal Toast is followed immediately 

by the singing of the Royal Anthem – God Save the Queen. [vi] ‘God Save the Queen’ 

was officially designated as the Royal Anthem by the Canadian Parliament in 1967, 

Canada’s centennial year. Bro. Harry Carr reminds us that, “It is not necessary to make a 

speech extolling the royal virtues, and any such embroidery is considered to be improper.” [vii] A 

similar direction was issued by the Lord Chamberlain’s Office in London and reprinted 

by Quattor Coronati Lodge No. 2076: “It is incorrect to indulge in elaborate phrasing.” [viii] 

The question arises when ladies and guests are present at banquets and receptions, 

should non- Masons participate in the Loyal Toast? Common courtesy demands that 

when any toast is proposed, all present, except the person or persons whose health is 

being drunk, should stand, raise the glass in salutation and drink in honour of the 

person or persons designated in the toast. The ladies present also recognize our 

Sovereign Lady as the Queen of Canada, and they honour the Craft by their presence. 

Therefore, the Chairman, Master of Ceremonies, or the Brother proposing the Loyal 

Toast should simply say: “Please rise, the Queen and the Craft” without further words or 

actions added. It is customary that water is used for this toast. It is improper and 

incorrect to clink glasses. 

Happy and glorious, Long to reign over us, GOD SAVE THE QUEEN 

By R.W. Bro. Raymond S. J. Daniels, F.C.F.

Mike Selix, 32°, KCCH  

Senior Warden 

Orange County Lodge of Perfection 
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Knights of St. Andrew 

Knights and brothers. I want to welcome our newest Knight of our 

order. Brother Sir Andrew Todd 32°. He was Knighted during our last 

stated dinner. Special thanks to Venerable James Cervantes, 32° and 

Brother James Segerstrom, 32° for their assistance in the ceremony. 

Monday, March 4th at 5:45pm we will have our next meeting. I strongly 

encourage all current Knights as well as perspective Knights to attend. 

For any one not familiar with the KSA. It's the working arm of the 

valley. The "Black hat brigade", as I call it. We take an obligation to support the valley in 

all its functions. Examples may be reunion weekends and super breakfasts. It's a good 

and positive way for a black hat to be recognized for his 

hard work. Not to mention brotherly love and affection, as 

well as some awesome swag. If any Brother has input of 

any kind — including questions — please contact me at 

shawnmccuen66@gmail.com, or (714)335-8941. Warmest 

regards and brotherly love.

Shawn McCuen, 32° KSA 
First Knight 
Orange County Knights of St. Andrew
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Venerable Master 

Well, February has come and gone. I managed to not put my foot in my 

mouth at our first stated meeting of our new Masonic year. Thank you 

to all the brethren who came out for a well attended meeting that was 

followed by a great knighting ceremony for our newest Knight of Saint 

Andrew, Brother Andrew Todd! 

Looking forward, we have the El Bekal Shrine coming in for our March 

stated meeting, so make sure you come out for what will be a fun time 

followed by a movie in the dining room for a little extended social time 

with your brethren. 

This month Bro. Todd challenged us to weave in a story of loyalty in the theme of our 

articles. And I thought it appropriate to shine a light on another Brother of ours who has 

always been a great example of loyalty to me. Bro. Shaun McCuen. Bro. McCuen and I 

have had a long journey in Masonry. He, like my previous example of Wes Green, was 

also a candidate that I coached through his first three degrees at Orange Grove Lodge. 

It's been my privilege to watch him grow in Masonry and through a sincere friendship, 

he has always shown me that he's one of the greatest examples of loyalty. His 

enthusiasm for the work we do in the degrees of the Scottish Rite, his willingness to 

move heaven and earth to make things happen. He has always been nothing but a true 

and loyal Brother, not only to me, but to all of you as well. And we all owe him a debt of 

gratitude for all he does for our Valley. So thank you, Bro. McCuen, you are a good and 

true friend and a loyal Brother to us all.

James Cervantes, 32º  
Venerable Master 
Director of The Work 
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Orange County Scottish Rite Officers

Ill. James D. Cole, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Commander

Ill. Frank Loui, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Inspector General, 

Orient of California

Ill. Francisco Rosario, 33° 
Personal Representative of the SGIG, 

Orient of California 
frosario@ocscottishrite.org

Jamie Hopkins, 32° 
General Secretary 

gensec@ocscottishrite.org

Ill. David Kussman, 33° 
Assistant to the Personal Rep 
dkussman@ocscottishrite.org

James Cervantes, 32° 
Venerable Master 

jcervantes@ocscottishrite.org

Andrew Todd, 32° 
Wise Master 

atodd@ocscottishrite.org

Bob White, 32° 
Commander 

bwhite@ocscottishrite.org

Rob Rappaport, 32° 
Master of Kadosh 

rrappaport@ocscottishrite.org
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Orange County Scottish Rite Officers (cont.)
Shawn Smith, 32° KCCH 
Treasurer

David Kussman, 33° IGH 
Chaplain

Lloyd Clayton, 33° IGH 
Almoner

Shawn McCuen, 32° KSA 
First Knight

Andrew Todd, 32° 
Director of Masonic Education

David Frias, 32° KCCH 
Chairman of the Board, Ritecare Childhood Language Center of Orange County/Junior Warden

James Cervantes, 32° 
Director of the Work

Vacant 
Director of Ritual

Vacant 
Director of Props and Costumes

Larry Griffin, 32° 
Photographer

Hon. Jack Alastuey, 32° KCCH 
Tiler
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The Orange County Scottish Rite Valley 
2001 East 4th Street, Suite 202, Santa Ana, CA 92701 ● Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10am-2pm 
Phone (714) 972-2646 ● Fax (714) 543-9754 

Stated Meetings on the first Monday of the month, 6:30 pm; dinner follows at 7:15 pm (reservations requested) at 
the Anaheim DeMolay Center, 303 W. Lincoln Ave. Anaheim, CA 92805 

The Valley of Orange County, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry Southern Jurisdiction 
of the United States of America publishes the Scottish Rite News monthly. No Subscription Price.  

Edited by Bro. Andrew Todd, 32° (949) 288-3739, editor@ocscottishrite.org. All articles must be submitted prior to 
the 15th of the month.

mailto:editor@ocscottishrite.org
mailto:editor@ocscottishrite.org
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Advertising Space Available 
Advertising space is available in this publication to all interested Masons. Grand 
Lodge guidelines apply. 

Business card:	 $20/month	 $200/year ....................... .........................................
1/4 page:	 $40/month	 $400/year ................................ .........................................
1/2 page:	 $80/month	 $800/year ................................ .........................................
Full page:	 $160/month	 $1600/year............................... ......................................
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