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Orient of California, Southern Jurisdiction

Personal Representative
Dear Brethren: As you know, due to the COVID-19 epidemic the
world is facing, our Valley has been canceling or postponing many
of our activities. We have taken these drastic measures to
safeguard the health of our brothers, especially our active senior
members, our guests and families.
Although we all miss socializing with each other and participating
in our Masonic events, tending to the care of our brethren is even
more critical at this time. This is why I am asking you to please pay particular
attention to the needs of our brothers, especially those who may be experiencing
hardship.
If you can, make the time during your day to reach out and contact the brothers
you know, and be particularly mindful of their needs, especially if you are able to
deliver assistance. Whether by phone, email or text, is it very important to reach
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out and ask how they and their families are coping during this very difficult and
unpredictable time and ask if you can in any way provide assistance.
If you are already assisting a bother with his needs, such as food delivery or
home maintenance, please be mindful of and abide by the national, state, and
local health restrictions. Please follow every precaution as you provide relief.
Washing your hands prior and after a food delivery or while helping around the
house, as well as using hand sanitizer goes a long way in preventing the
spreading of this virus. Use any type of face protection you may have available
and be extremely careful especially when assisting our senior members. I am sure
they will be very thankful if you take the time and perform these steps to protect
their health and safety.
As our SGIG Ill. Frank Loui has said in his latest communication:

Important News from the Valley
Your Health and Safety Is Our Top Priority!
Stated Meetings Canceled and OC Scottish Rite Closed
It is with an abundance of caution and concern for the health and welfare of our brethren that
we are canceling the April Stated Meeting.
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 virus situation in California, the Valley office for the Orange
County Scottish Rite will be closing temporarily.
We will continue to monitor this situation and keep you all posted.

Scottish Rite News

Page 2

Volume 6, Issue 4

April 2020

Never forget that this is a time for us to pay particular attention to the needs
of our brethren; just because we aren't having all of our meetings doesn't
mean we stop being Masonic… While we may temporarily embrace 'social
distancing’ as a country, please remember that such precautionary measures
do not release us from our Masonic obligations.
Please keep those you love safe by postponing or canceling gatherings, staying
home, avoiding unnecessary travel, refraining from handshakes, staying six feet
apart when interacting with others, and please remind everyone around you to
wash their hands frequently. It is our responsibility as Masons to show
leadership, compassion and common sense, provide as much relief as you can,
and— most importantly — not be blinded by panic or hysteria. If you practice
these important rules, we will all soon overcome and return to a better and safer
world.
Well my bothers, the ultimate plan is to resume our activities as soon as possible,
once we know it is safe for us to once again gather as brothers. But until then,
please stay healthy and stay safe. If there is anything we may be able to do for
you, please contact our SR Valley office.
Until we meet again.
Fraternally yours,
Ill. Frankie Rosario, 33°
Personal Representative of the Sovereign Grand Inspector General
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Master of Kadosh
Brethren: These challenging times present the perfect moment to
assess how we live each of our lives on a daily basis. Are we
selfish? Do we serve others? Do we find new ways to help others?
We are currently going through an unprecedented time. It’s hard
on most people. Fear is everywhere. But when we think back in
history, especially the ancient history with which Freemasonry is
associated with, we will find that each time a major crisis
presented itself, we rose to the challenge and prevailed.
It is also in the times that we not only solve the crisis, but go on to rebuild and
renew and come back stronger than ever – in our lives, our work, our families,
and especially in our faith.
I would urge calmness and understanding in these trying times. We must be
ready for the recovery – ready to come back stronger than ever. We can and we
will. Such is the nature of the human spirit. We are forever able to comeback –
thus this month’s theme, “Renewal and Rebirth.”
Fraternally,
Rob Rappaport, 32°
Master of Kadosh
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Commander of Kadosh
Brethren: It’s in times of trial that good men become better and
show their true colors. Through the times of great wars and
depressions freemasons have risen to the challenge and shown
exemplary form. It is from these lessons that I would hope we can
all draw strength in this time of crisis.
We have all taken the that first step to brotherhood and connection
and learned about rebirth by taking the journey to become a
Master Mason. By continuing to Scottish Rite we have added to that rebirth in
ourselves and double down on being a good man for society as a whole.
This next leg of our journey together can most definitely end in renewal. Renewal
of our obligations to ourselves and to our brethren. No matter where you are,
what your situation is reach out to one another for strength, hope and brotherly
love. Renew the ties that bind us.
May this find you with strength and peace,
Bob White, 32°
Commander of Kadosh

Reduced Dinner Prices
A reminder that dinner prices are now be $10, down from $14. Please be sure to call in your dinner
reservations to the OCSR Valley office at (714) 543-7277.
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General Secretary
Brethren: With the cancellation of our April Stated Meeting due to
unforeseen circumstances, the issue of each of us taking full
advantage of our Scottish Rite membership came up. At the March
Stated Meeting, we had good attendance at our screening of the
Masonic film, "33° and Beyond." For the Brothers who saw the
film, it gave good insight in to the Blue Lodge, the Scottish & York
Rites and the relationship of the concordant organizations to the
Craft Lodge. In addition to the movie, we had great attendance from the leaders
and their ladies from the El Bekal Shrine for their annual visit to our Valley. If
you were able to attend this meeting and decided against it, you missed a superb
evening.
We currently have 74 members who have not paid their 2020 dues and 52 who
haven't paid both 2019 and 2020 dues. With all of us belonging to multiple
Masonic groups, dues notices can easily be lost or forgotten. Check your wallets
and see if you have a current 2020 OCSR dues card. If you have any questions
about your dues status, please call or email me at the Valley office. Remember
that the value you will receive from your Scottish Rite membership is directly
related to the commitment that you make to participate in Valley functions.
Fraternally,
Jamie Hopkins 32°
General Secretary
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Language Center News
Greetings from the OC Childhood Language Center
To help keep everyone safe the RiteCare Childhood
Language Center of Orange County is now temporarily
closed until at least the 1st of May. This update comes at a
very unsettling time for many of us. While the world quickly
RiteCare® Childhood Language Center

Orange County

changes around us, we have learned some very important
lessons around the clinic. We have learned adaptability,
teamwork and determination (to name only three).

Our families and children have been outstanding regarding all the changes that
have been taking place around the clinic. When we had to shut our doors there
was a lot of uncertainty, but every student clinician has adjusted and really
worked hard to make sure that things wrapped up as efficiently as possible.
Additionally, families have been in communication with each supervisor, and we
are blown away with the overwhelmingly positive responses that we have
received
Teamwork has been key to all the changes that have been taking place as well.
Everyone has been working around the clock, together, to make sure that we
have the most open lines of communication with not only our grad students but
the families as well. Video conferences, phones calls, text messages and emails
have been flowing in abundance to ensure that everyone stays connected.
Putting all these brains together has been amazing to witness and be a part of for
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sure. We are truly thankful for the technology that we have available to make all
this possible!
Check out one of our interns (Kaan) with one of our newest clients (Evan). Kaan
discovered that Evan loves music, and that playing his guitar and singing helps
the sessions become more productive. Thanks for thinking outside the box Kaan!
Lastly, the determination that has been displayed is something to be admired for
sure. Every supervisor, grad student, and family is determined to make sure that
the clinic is left in the most professional way, so that when we all return we will

Intern Kaan plays guitar for his new buddy Evan.
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be able to hit the ground running. We are determined to make sure that families
have resources for the time that we are away (thank you Francine Wenhardt). We
are determined to help each student be able to wrap up this experience as
smoothly as possible (thank you Chris Switzer and Leslie Guzman). We are
determined to give families all necessary reports and information for their
children (thank you to every grad student), and last but most certainly not least
we are determined to return triumphantly and stronger than we were beforethanks to the guide and support of Dr. Mary Kennedy.
David Frias 32° KCCH
Chairman
RiteCare Childhood Language Center of Orange County

Please Donate!
Please consider donating to our Language Center during the new year. We are
very thankful for all your support. To donate, visit:
https://oclanguagecenter.org/donate

Visit Your Valley Online
Be sure to visit our new Scottish Rite web site at OCSCOTTISHRITE.ORG.
We need your email address so we can electronically send you the Scottish Rite News. Call
the oﬃce at (714) 543-7277 and give it to our Secretary or leave a message. Thanks!
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A Community Program of the Scottish Rite Foundation for Children with Speech and Language Challenges

Speech Language Pathologists
Leslie Sierra-Guzman, MA CCC-SLP

Chris Switzer, MA CCC-SLP

Laura Garcia-Maxey, MA CCC-SLP

Francine Wenhardt, CCC-SLP

www.oclanguagecenter.org
Please support your RiteCare Childhood Language Center by making an individual, group, or company
donation. Support our Center by becoming a member:
President’s Circle: A donation of $500 or more each year supports one child at the center for a year
365 Club: A donation of $365 each year
Center Club: A donation of $100 each year

Supporters of the RiteCare Childhood Language Center for 2020
President’s Circle Members ($500 or more)
Ted Segerstrom, 32° KCCH ● Samuel Brandes, 32° ● Ill. Donald Tapia, 33° ● Mike Selix, 32° KCCH ● Ill. Pete
Jantz, 33° ● Cynthia Olsen & Michele Bakkila ● ll. Ray Godeke, 33° ● Tom Olsen, 32° ● Robert & Kathy Olsen ●
Ill. Art Salazar, 33° ● Jim Andronaco, Sidepath ● Nick Villasenor, 32° ● Ill. James D. Nyfeler, 33° ● Ill. David
Kussman, 33° ● Ill. Frankie Rosario, 33° ● Cristi Shinn ● Anne Hertz ● Sylvia & Jim Garrett ● David & Deni Frias
● Dr. Judy Montgomery ● Ted & Elaine Olsen ● Joe Manning, Manning Law ● Robert Pickell, 32° ● Betty
McMicken ● Chase May, 32° ● Dr. Mary Kennedy ● Alfredo Molina, 32° KCCH ● Daniel Dunn ● Andrew and
Palmera Todd ● Karen Storaci ● Jeff Tran ● Ken Montgomery ● Richard Dellar ● Gil Estupian ● Cathy & Jason
Chrest ● Frank Ciltadino ● Raj Patel ● Beth Bind

365 Club Members ($365 each year)
Cliff Carpenter, 32°

Center Club Members ($100 each year)
Thomas Mathisen ● Deanna K Zawistowski ● David W. Lockwood, 32° ● Frederick R. McCuistion, Jr ● Nathan
Fay ● Richard Christy ● Muthurangam Balasubramaniam
For information please contact: Chairman David Frias, 32° (714) 600-8538, dfrias@oclanguagecenter.org
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Senior Warden
Part 1
What is the Masonic symbolism of the Point within a Circle?
This Masonic symbol has both a Modern symbolism and an
Ancient symbolism. Some depictions show a "B" on the outer left
side of the left vertical line for John the Baptist and an "E" on the
outer right side of the right vertical line. The V.S.L. (Volume of
Sacred Law) resides above the circle.

Modern Christian Symbolism Interpretation
The following excerpt is from the book, "Facts, Fables and Fantasies of
Freemasonry, 1968, 5th Edition, 1993, by Rt. Ex. William Adrian Brown, Missouri
Lodge of Research:

The Point Within a Circle denotes St. John the Baptist, whose "day" is June
24th and St. John the Evangelist, whose "day" is December 27th. They are
the 2 Patron Saints of Masonry. While many Master Masons are aware of
the celebration of these 2 days, few realize why it is cause for celebration
within their lodge.
The Lodge of St. John was the primitive Mother Lodge, held in Jerusalem and
dedicated to St. John, the Baptist and then to St. John the Evangelist and
finally to both. It is called the Lodge of the Holy Saints John of Jerusalem and
from this lodge all other lodges descended."
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The Saints John
Little is known about either of the Saints John in the Masonic sense. What we do
know follows.

St. John the Baptist
St. John the Baptist was a stern and morally just man.
He was a direct descendant from Ishmael's bloodline.
(Ishmael was Abraham's eldest son, born by his servant,
Hagar.) John's mother, Elizabeth was a relative of Mary,
(Jesus' mother) and both John and Jesus were
contemporaries (born about the same time).
John the Baptist baptized Jesus and proclaimed Him the "Lamb of God". John
the Baptist is probably best known for his survivalist instincts, (as we read of his
living off of locusts and honey) and for his zealous virtue in keeping God's laws.

St. John the Evangelist:
St. John the Evangelist is said to be the disciple whom
Jesus loved. St. John the Evangelist is also known as
John the Apostle. He is probably best known as a
teacher of knowledge, the author of the Gospel book of
John, the book of Revelation in the New Testament and
later wrote the 3 Epistles in the Bible called John 1, John
2 and John 3.
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He was the only one of the 12 disciples who did not forsake Jesus at the hour of
his death. He is remembered as a gentle teacher of brotherly love and was the
last surviving apostle, and believed to have died at a very old age (90+), circa 101
A.D. at Ephesus, Turkey, which is about halfway between Jerusalem and Rome.
At a later date, a church was built over his tomb and subsequently, a beautiful
Moslem Mosque.
There is no historical evidence that either of the Saints John were ever members
of the Craft of stonemasons, but because of their righteous lives and their
strength of character, both of these Godly men have been adopted as the two
Patron Saints of Masonry.

Masonic Symbolism of Point Within A Circle
The symbolism of the point within a circle is:
Point: The Individual Brother.
Circle: The boundary line of his duty to God and to man,
beyond which a man should not allow his passions,
prejudices or interests to betray him.

Summer and Winter Solstices
In ancient times, festivals were held on these 2 days because they represent the
days of the Summer and Winter Solstices, which illustrate cycles of life. Today,
our Summer Solstice is June 21st and our Winter Solstice is December 21st. These
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2 festivals celebrated the times of both the first fruits in the Spring and the Fall
harvest.

The Harvest
They also represented the highest and lowest points which the sun reached.
They signify a time of celebrating the bountiful harvest of plenty that emerges
from the seeds of the Earth. In speculative Masonry, combined, they denote, in
essence, the celebration of reaping the fruits of your labor.

Part two to be continued in May.
Mike Selix, 32°, KCCH
Senior Warden
Orange County Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master
Ordo ab Chao, order from chaos. As we’ve announced via our
Personal Representative, our April and May functions have been
canceled and postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Sadly,
this means no Stated Meetings in April or May, and we’re
canceling our Spring Reunion. We’re actively looking for dates to
reschedule our spring super breakfast and hopefully we’ll have
some good news soon on that front. However, for the time being a
few very important things to keep in mind. Social distancing is
very important, if you can work from home, do it! Wash your hands, don’t touch
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your face, yadda, yadda, yadda. Not to make light of the current situation, but I
don’t need to parrot these things over and over and over to you all.
The theme for this month was apt… rebirth and renewal. Out of all of this, we
will all come back as a strong Masonic family.
In the mean time, might I suggest a few healthy pursuits? Read! Pick up that old
dusty masonic book you’ve been putting off reading. Study your Master
Craftsman courses. Maybe brush up on some ritual just for fun. Now is the time
to take up things to edify your brain and soul. Break up the monotony of sitting
around the house! (Lord knows that’s what I’m doing.)
While we have a little time off from our Masonic pursuits, don’t give in to the
luxury of laziness, so when we do reconvene, we come back stronger than before!
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I pray we all stay happy and healthy! Stay vigilant, stay safe. I can’t wait to see
you all again sooner rather than later at our next meeting!
James Cervantes, 32º
Venerable Master
Director of The Work

Wise Master ◦ Masonic Education ◦ Editor
From the Chapter Rose Croix
As our other contributors have noted, this month’s theme is
renewal and rebirth. And in that spirit I thought I’d reflect on
Spring and all it brings.
The Vernal Equinox transpired a few weeks ago on Thursday,
March 19th, marking the scientific beginning of the Spring season.
Which is… strange. The traditional start of Spring has long been
March 21st. In fact, 2020 marks the earliest Spring in the last 124 years.
So why do we get two extra days of Spring this year?

This Skewed Earth
Quoting the The Farmer’s Almanac[1], it comes down to the number of days in
the year, and the way the Earth spins on its axis:

There are a few reasons why seasonal dates can vary from year to year. The
first is that a year is not an even number of days and neither are the seasons.
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Another reason is that the earth’s elliptical orbit is changing its orientation
(skew), which causes the earth’s axis to constantly point in a different
direction, called precession.
Since the seasons are defined as beginning at strict 90-degree intervals, these
positional changes affect the time the earth reaches each 90-degree location in
its orbit around the sun.
The pull of gravity from the other planets also affects the location of the earth
in its orbit. The current seasonal lengths for the Northern Hemisphere are:
Summer — 93.641 days
Autumn — 89.834 days
Winter — 88.994 days
Spring — 92.771 days
As you can see, the warm seasons, spring and summer, combined are 7.584
days longer than the colder seasons, fall and winter (good news for warm
weather admirers).
However, spring is currently being reduced by approximately one minute per
year and winter by about one-half a minute per year. Summer is gaining the
minute lost from spring, and autumn is gaining the half a minute lost from
winter.
Winter is the shortest astronomical season, and with its seasonal duration
continuing to decrease, it is expected to attain its minimum value — 88.71
days — by about the year 3500.
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Equinox? Not Exactly
You probably know that the first days of Spring and Autumn are called an
equinox — a latin word meaning equal (aequus) night (nox) — and you know that
on these dates the length of day and night are each 12 hours in length. Turns out,
this is not true!
Again, from the Farmer’s Almanac[1]:

Check[ing] the calendar pages in our Almanac, you will find that this is not
so. In fact, our tables tell you that on the days of the spring and fall equinox,
the length of daylight is actually longer than darkness by several minutes.
The reason this happens can be attributed to our atmosphere. If the earth was
a planet that did not have an atmosphere, then yes, on the equinox days the
length of the day and night would be exactly even.
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However, our atmosphere acts like a lens and refracts (bends) its light above
the edge of the horizon. Put in another way, when you watch the Sun either
coming up above the horizon at sunrise, or going down below the horizon at
sunset, you are looking at an illusion — the Sun is not really there, but
already below the horizon.
Interesting stuff!
I encourage you to read the entire article online. Now that we’ve all got a little
more time than we originally anticipated to look out the window or sit out in the
back yard (practicing safe physical distancing, of course!), I hope we can
appreciate the rebirth and renewal we see as Spring gets blooms full.
[1] https://www.farmersalmanac.com/spring-equinox-first-day-spring

Masonic Education
First and foremost, I’d like to thank everyone who came to out to Movie Night
last month. It was wonderful seeing our brothers from The Shrine in attendance;
special thanks go out to them. We’ll be doing additional screenings in the future,
so please stay tuned for our next event.
As you know, our Master Craftsman Study Group will not be meeting in person
this month. That does not excuse us from scholarly study, however! On the
contrary, with extra time on your hands at home, I strongly encourage you to
continue your journey in Masonic education. Venerable brother James Cervantes
and I are here to answer any questions and guide you. If you have questions,
please don’t hesitate to reach out to either of us by e-mail:
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Andrew Todd, 32° :.

atodd@ocscottishrite.org

James Cervantes, 32° :.

jcervantes@ocscottishrite.org

This is your opportunity to enhance your understanding of the Craft, its degrees,
and esoterica; and a chance to participate in true Masonic scholarship with your
brothers.
If you'd like to participate or are looking for information about the program,
please prepare by visiting the website for information about the books and other
information to get you started:
www.ocscottishrite.org/master-craftsman-program

The Master Craftsman Program
For those unaware, the Master Craftsman is a by-mail
correspondence course. Each participant is required to
do some scholarly reading in advance and complete
a written quiz which is mailed to the Supreme
Council for grading. As each quiz is completed, a new
one is sent and the program progresses. The course
consists of 7 quizzes, after completion of which the successful participant will
receive a certificate and a lapel pin.
Our study group was formed to enhance the experience through fraternal
collaboration, discussion, and rumination. We started our sessions at the very
beginning: Master Craftsman: Symbolic Lodge and ESOTERIKA.
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The Scottish Rite Master Craftsman: Symbolic Lodge course will familiarize
students with aspects of the development of Blue Lodge Masonry and explore
some of its developing symbolism. This will reveal that the “High Degrees”
began to develop soon after formation of the Premier Grand Lodge (1717). Albert
Pike’s book, Esoterika: The Symbolism of the Blue Degrees of Freemasonry,
along with Arturo de Hoyos’ Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor & Guide (3d edition)
will be used to demonstrate a rational and philosophical interpretation for much
of what is found in Craft Masonry.

Quiz #3
The month of April sees us tackling Quiz #3 of the Symbolic Lodge program. If
you want to join us, please purchase the books and read the following in
preparation for the quiz:
Albert Pike’s Esoterika, pp. 385–484
If you’re just getting started we can also help you with Quiz #1. You can also
reach out to me directly for information and access to our Facebook group.
Thanks to all our brothers for your interest and participation. I’ll see you in the
classroom!
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Speaking of Facebook
Did you know that your Valley has a Facebook page? Be sure to
stop by and like us next time you’re online!
https://www.facebook.com/ocscottishrite

From the Editor
I’d like to express my thanks again to the heads of body for contributing their
excellent and thoughtful articles this month and for doing so in a timely fashion.

Calling All Writers!
You don’t have to be a head of body or a member of the line to contribute to this
newsletter! If you have something to say from a masonic perspective — perhaps
insights into your masonic ruminations, scholarly endeavors you’d like to share,
or general news for the brethren — this newsletter is your conduit for those
ideas. I encourage any and all brothers who’d like to contribute something to this
newsletter to send their ideas to:
editor@ocscottishrite.org

I’ll work with you on getting your article together for the next issue.
Fraternally,
Andrew Todd, 32°
Wise Master, Chapter of Rose Croix
Editor, Director of Masonic Education
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Orange County Scottish Rite Officers

Ill. James D. Cole, 33°

Ill. Frank Loui, 33°

Ill. Francisco Rosario, 33°

Sovereign Grand Commander

Sovereign Grand Inspector General,
Orient of California

Personal Representative of the SGIG,
Orient of California
frosario@ocscottishrite.org

Jamie Hopkins, 32°

Ill. David Kussman, 33°

James Cervantes, 32°

General Secretary
gensec@ocscottishrite.org

Assistant to the Personal Rep
dkussman@ocscottishrite.org

Venerable Master
jcervantes@ocscottishrite.org

Andrew Todd, 32°

Bob White, 32°

Rob Rappaport, 32°

Wise Master
atodd@ocscottishrite.org

Commander
bwhite@ocscottishrite.org

Master of Kadosh
rrappaport@ocscottishrite.org
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Orange County Scottish Rite Officers (cont.)
Shawn Smith, 32° KCCH
Treasurer
David Kussman, 33° IGH
Chaplain
Lloyd Clayton, 33° IGH
Almoner
Shawn McCuen, 32° KSA
First Knight
Andrew Todd, 32°
Director of Masonic Education
David Frias, 32° KCCH
Chairman of the Board, Ritecare Childhood Language Center of Orange County/Junior Warden
James Cervantes, 32°
Director of the Work
Vacant
Director of Ritual
Vacant
Director of Props and Costumes
Larry Griffin, 32°
Photographer
Hon. Jack Alastuey, 32° KCCH
Tiler

The Orange County Scottish Rite Valley
2001 East 4th Street, Suite 202, Santa Ana, CA 92701 ● Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10am-2pm
Phone (714) 972-2646 ● Fax (714) 543-9754
Stated Meetings on the first Monday of the month, 6:30 pm; dinner follows at 7:15 pm (reservations requested) at
the Anaheim DeMolay Center, 303 W. Lincoln Ave. Anaheim, CA 92805
The Valley of Orange County, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States of America publishes the Scottish Rite News monthly. No Subscription Price.
Edited by Bro. Andrew Todd, 32° (949) 288-3739, editor@ocscottishrite.org. All articles must be submitted prior to
the 15th of the month.
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Advertising Space Available
Advertising space is available in this publication to all interested Masons. Grand
Lodge guidelines apply.
Business card: .......................$20/month ......................................... $200/year
1/4 page: ................................ $40/month ......................................... $400/year
1/2 page: ................................ $80/month ......................................... $800/year
Full page:............................... $160/month ......................................$1600/year
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