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General Secretary

Brethren: We hope you and your family are remaining healthy
during this crisis. We will be having a non-tiled meeting on
Zoom in early June. You will receive email notification with all
information for this event (if you haven't already). Please
participate in this meeting and let us know how you are faring in
this trying time.
We need to remind ourselves that membership in the Scottish
Rite of Freemasonry is a privilege. Ours is a concordant organization that strengthens
and expands our understanding of our Blue Lodge degrees. Unfortunately, we were
unable to hold our Spring Reunion due to Masonic and State bans on gatherings. We
have enthusiastic candidates who we have had to postpone to our Fall Reunion. Many
of you are in phone, email & text contact with your Blue Lodge Brothers. Some of these
Brothers would make excellent members of the Orange County Scottish Rite. Inform
them about the advantages we offer by exposure to more Masonic light through our
degrees, lectures and Master Craftsmen courses. With only a single Reunion in 2020, we
should have a large and strong class in the Fall. If you have any questions or need
petitions, don't hesitate to call us at the Valley office.
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The Valley office has continued to function during this emergency. Please contact us
with any information regarding a Brother in distress during this difficulty.
In the meantime, we wish good health for you and your families.
Sincerely & Fraternally,
Jamie Hopkins, 32°
General Secretary

Important News from the Valley
Your Health and Safety Is Our Top Priority!
Stated Meetings Canceled and OC Scottish Rite
Closed
It is with an abundance of caution and concern for the health and
welfare of our brethren that we are canceling the June Stated
Meeting.
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 virus situation in California, the
Valley office for the Orange County Scottish Rite will be closing
temporarily.
We will continue to monitor this situation and keep you all
posted.
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Language Center News
Greetings from the OC Childhood Language Center
Welcome to the RiteCare Language Center of Orange
County! We sincerely hope that everyone is staying safe and
healthy during these difficult times. The Language Center in
Santa Ana is still closed for in person therapy, but we are
RiteCare® Childhood Language Center

Orange County

now open for distance therapy. This is called Telepractice
and is a fully certified method of delivering speech and
language therapy at a distance.

Chapman University, who is our partner at the Language Center, is a leader in
teaching Telepractice to our graduate student clinicians. Chapman University
fully supports the Telepractice standards defined by the American SpeechLanguage-Hearing Association (ASHA). This means the RiteCare Childhood
Language Center of Orange County is able to deliver high quality speech and
language therapy to the children in our community!
The therapy team during Telepractice consists of a SLP Supervisor, a student
clinician, and the child with their parent. During the first week of Telepractice the
Team held “Getting to know you” sessions. Everyone must get used to distance
therapy over a video conference tool. 18 children are now enrolled to improve
their communication skills.
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Microsoft Teams is the video conferencing tool of choice by Chapman University.
This is a great secure technology that Microsoft includes with their Office
subscription. Families can join the therapy video conference from all types of
devices like iPhones, Android phones, tablets to name a few. We are amazed at
how easy it is to use Teams and how easy it is to start a video conference.
Since we cannot use all the toys and manipulatives at the center the student
clinicians are creating fun and engaging Power Point presentations. As the
student clinicians learn more about the child’s interests, they can customize the
content to help maximize the impact of the therapy.
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As usual the California Scottish Rite Foundation is always supporting our efforts.
The Foundation introduced a secure cloud record keeping system about 3 years
ago. The OC CLC quickly made the switch to keeping our records in the cloud
and this is even more valuable with distance therapy. Our SLP Supervisors and
student clinicians can stay safe and secure at home while updating our records
with all the current data from the recent therapy session.
During these difficult times it is uplifting to know that your Language Center can
still make a difference in a child’s life. We are very excited to help these children
find the gift of voice!
David Frias, 32° KCCH
Chairman
RiteCare Childhood Language Center of Orange County

Please Donate!
Please consider donating to our Language Center during the new year. We are
very thankful for all your support. To donate, visit:
https://oclanguagecenter.org/donate
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A Community Program of the Scottish Rite Foundation for Children with Speech and Language Challenges

Speech Language Pathologists
Leslie Sierra-Guzman, MA CCC-SLP

Chris Switzer, MA CCC-SLP

Laura Garcia-Maxey, MA CCC-SLP

Francine Wenhardt, CCC-SLP

www.oclanguagecenter.org
Please support your RiteCare Childhood Language Center by making an individual, group, or company
donation. Support our Center by becoming a member:
President’s Circle: A donation of $500 or more each year supports one child at the center for a year
365 Club: A donation of $365 each year
Center Club: A donation of $100 each year

Supporters of the RiteCare Childhood Language Center for 2020
President’s Circle Members ($500 or more)
Ted Segerstrom, 32° KCCH ● Samuel Brandes, 32° ● Ill. Donald Tapia, 33° ● Mike Selix, 32° KCCH ● Ill. Pete
Jantz, 33° ● Cynthia Olsen & Michele Bakkila ● ll. Ray Godeke, 33° ● Tom Olsen, 32° ● Robert & Kathy Olsen ●
Ill. Art Salazar, 33° ● Jim Andronaco, Sidepath ● Nick Villasenor, 32° ● Ill. James D. Nyfeler, 33° ● Ill. David
Kussman, 33° ● Ill. Frankie Rosario, 33° ● Cristi Shinn ● Anne Hertz ● Sylvia & Jim Garrett ● David & Deni Frias
● Dr. Judy Montgomery ● Ted & Elaine Olsen ● Joe Manning, Manning Law ● Robert Pickell, 32° ● Betty
McMicken ● Chase May, 32° ● Dr. Mary Kennedy ● Alfredo Molina, 32° KCCH ● Daniel Dunn ● Andrew and
Palmera Todd ● Karen Storaci ● Jeff Tran ● Ken Montgomery ● Richard Dellar ● Gil Estupian ● Cathy & Jason
Chrest ● Frank Ciltadino ● Raj Patel ● Beth Bind

365 Club Members ($365 each year)
Cliff Carpenter, 32°

Center Club Members ($100 each year)
Thomas Mathisen ● Deanna K Zawistowski ● David W. Lockwood, 32° ● Frederick R. McCuistion, Jr ● Nathan
Fay ● Richard Christy ● Muthurangam Balasubramaniam
For information please contact: Chairman David Frias, 32° (714) 600-8538, dfrias@oclanguagecenter.org
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Senior Warden
Part 3

Ancient Symbolism Interpretation: The Point Within A Circle
The following information is credited to Albert Mackey,
Freemason historian and scholar, from his book, "The
Symbolism of Freemasonry: Illustrating and Explaining Its
Science and Philosophy, Its Legends, Myths and Symbols.
The Point within a Circle is another symbol of great importance in Freemasonry,
and commands peculiar attention in this connection with the ancient symbolism
of the universe and the solar orb. Everybody who has read a Masonic "Monitor"
is well acquainted with the usual explanation of this symbol. We are told that the
point represents an individual brother, the circle the boundary line of his duty to
God and man, and the two perpendicular parallel lines the patron saints of the
order—St. John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist.
Now, this explanation, trite and meagre as it is,
may do very well for the exoteric teaching of
the order; but the question at this time is, not
how it has been explained by modern lecturers
and Masonic system-makers, but what was the
ancient interpretation of the symbol, and how
should it be read as a sacred hieroglyphic in
reference to the true philosophic system which
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constitutes the real essence and character of Freemasonry?
Perfectly to understand this symbol, I must refer, as a preliminary matter, to the
worship of the Phallus, a peculiar modification of sun-worship, which prevailed
to a great extent among the nations of antiquity.
The Phallus was a sculptured representation of the membrum virile, or male
organ of generation, and the worship of it is said to have originated in Egypt,
where, after the murder of Osiris by Typhon, which is symbolically to be
explained as the destruction or deprivation of the sun's light by night, Isis, his
wife, or the symbol of nature, in the search for his mutilated body, is said to have
found all the parts except the organs of generation, which myth is simply
symbolic of the fact, that the sun having set, its fecundating and invigorating
power had ceased.
The Phallus, therefore, as the symbol of the male generative principle, was very
universally venerated among the ancients, and that too as a religious rite,
without the slightest reference to any impure or lascivious application.
He is supposed, by some commentators, to be the god mentioned under the
name of Baal-peor, in the Book of Numbers, as having been worshipped by the
idolatrous Moabites. Among the eastern nations of India the same symbol was
prevalent, under the name of "Lingam." But the Phallus or Lingam was a
representation of the male principle only. To perfect the circle of generation it is
necessary to advance one step farther.
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Accordingly we find in the Cteis of the
Greeks, and the Yoni of the Indians, a symbol
of the female generative principle, of coextensive prevalence with the Phallus. The
Cteis was a circular and concave pedestal, or
receptacle, on which the Phallus or column
rested, and from the centre of which it
sprang.
The union of the Phallus and Cteis, or the
Albert Mackey

Lingam and Yoni, in one compound figure, as
an object of adoration, was the most usual mode of representation. This was in
strict accordance with the whole system of ancient mythology, which was
founded upon a worship of the prolific powers of nature.
All the deities of pagan antiquity, however numerous they may be, can always be
reduced to the two different forms of the generative principle—the active, or
male, and the passive, or female. Hence the gods were always arranged in pairs,
as Jupiter and Juno, Bacchus and Venus, Osiris and Isis.
But the ancients went farther. Believing that the procreative and productive
powers of nature might be conceived to exist in the same individual, they made
the older of their deities hermaphrodite, (having both male and female genitalia)
and used the term man-virgin, to denote the union of the two sexes in the same
divine person.
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Thus, in one of the Orphic Hymns, we find this line:

"Jove was created a male and an unspotted virgin."
And Plutarch, in his tract "On Isis and Osiris," says, "God, who is a male and
female intelligence, being both life and light, brought forth another intelligence,
the Creator of the World."
Now, this hermaphrodism of the Supreme Divinity was again supposed to be
represented by the sun, which was the male generative energy, and by nature, or
the universe, which was the female prolific principle.
And this union was symbolized in different ways, but principally by the point
within a circle, the point indicating the sun, and the circle the universe,
invigorated and fertilized by his generative rays.

OC Scottish Rite 2020 Upcoming Calendar
Monday
June 1st

Master Craftsman Study, CANCELED
Stated Meeting, CANCELED

Monday
July 6th

Master Craftsman Study, TBD
Stated Meeting TBD

We will notify you of updates as we get them!
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And in some of the Indian cave-temples, this allusion was made more manifest
by the inscription of the signs of the zodiac on the circle.
So far, then, we arrive at the true interpretation of the Masonic symbolism of the
point within a circle. It is the same thing, but under a different form, as the
Master and Wardens of a lodge. The Master and Wardens are symbols of the sun,
the lodge of the universe, or world, just as the point is the symbol of the same
sun, and the surrounding circle of the universe.
But the two perpendicular parallel lines remain to be explained. Every one is
familiar with the very recent interpretation, that they represent the two Saints
John, the Baptist and the Evangelist. But this modern exposition must be
abandoned, if we desire to obtain the true ancient signification.
In the first place, we must call to mind the fact that, at two particular points of his
course, the sun is found in the zodiacal signs of Cancer (June) and Capricorn
(December).
These points are astronomically distinguished as the summer and winter solstice.
When the sun is in these points, he has reached his greatest northern and
southern declination, (a gradual falling off from a higher state) and produces the
most evident effects on the temperature of the seasons, and on the length of the
days and nights.
These points, if we suppose the circle to represent the sun's apparent course, will
be indicated by the points where the parallel lines touch the circle, or, in other
words, the parallels will indicate the limits of the sun's extreme northern and
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southern declination, when he arrives at the solstitial points of Cancer and
Capricorn.
But the days when the sun reaches these points are, respectively, the 21st of June
and the 22d of December, and this will account for their subsequent application
to the two Saints John, whose anniversaries have been placed by the church near
those days.

End of Albert Mackey's dissertation on the Point Within A Circle.
Within the symbol meaning of the Point Within a Circle we also see evidence of:
Logic, the 3rd of the 7 Liberal Arts and Sciences.
Geometry, the 5th of the 7 Liberal Arts and Sciences
Astronomy, the 7th of the 7 Liberal Arts and Sciences
Mike Selix, 32° KCCH
Senior Warden
Orange County Lodge of Perfection

Visit Your Valley Online
Be sure to visit our new Scottish Rite web site at OCSCOTTISHRITE.ORG.
We need your email address so we can electronically send you the Scottish Rite News. Call
the oﬃce at (714) 543-7277 and give it to our Secretary or leave a message. Thanks!
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Venerable Master
Happy June, Brethren!
As with the last few months, I pray this finds you all well and you
and your family healthy. And I hope that some of you are using all
this newfound time away from the office to learn and dive into
various avenues of Masonic education and research! I've also been
discussing with Ill. Rosario about ways that we can all be able to
visit and hold some sort of virtual meeting. As of right now, we
have yet to receive any direction from the Supreme Council or Grand Lodge
about when we'll be able to hold meetings again and what sort of social
distancing protocols the lodges have to adhere to once that does happen. So, the
good news. We've been able to obtain a license from Zoom that will let us hold
expanded meetings with no time limit! What does that mean for us? Well, we can
hold Valley meetings and use the platform to hopefully host our education
meetings for the Master Craftsman program! While we can't all meet in person,
at least we can meet virtually! More details and communication on that will be
coming soon.
Normally I'd be thanking all my degree teams for their hard work and dedication
for a successful spring reunion and looking forward to the joint reunion we were
going to have this month. But with those being postponed, I'm going to put out
the call for everyone's help... and yes, your time. Over the last year we've had a
few key members have to drop out of the degree work for various reasons.
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Mostly work, and in the case of one brother, he moved out of state for work. As
we move forward in the good work of putting on reunions, we need help. One of
the best ways of learning is by doing. And I've found it very rewarding to have
the time to dedicate to the work. So I'm asking all of you to make the time to
learn a degree and be a part of the reunion classes both for our new brothers
coming in from their Blue Lodges, but also for ourselves and the brethren who
come to visit during the classes. If I had 5 or 6 of you stand up and be willing to
do the work with us, it would make a world of difference for us all. It takes time,
and practice, just like the officers in the line have to do to know and do their jobs,
the cast members in our degree teams put in the time work and practice to know
their parts.
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So what do you say? Masonry is a beehive, and requires each little worker bee to
do their part to survive. And in doing so, we become stronger together so when
we can hold a reunion, we give ourselves and out initiates the best possible
experience! I look forward to hearing from some of you! Please contact me
at jcervantes@ocsottishrite.org
James Cervantes, 32º
Venerable Master
Director of The Work

Wise Master ◦ Masonic Education ◦ Editor
From the Chapter Rose Croix
Welcome to Summer, brothers. I hope this message finds you all
doing well and staying safe.

Time During Lockdown
This month’s theme hangs loosely on the topic of time. How
timely, considering the mess we’re in. Staying at home for weeks
on end, missing out on vacations, travel, familiar routines, family and friends; it
gives one a certain perspective of time that they might not have had before.
Time drags, time flies, time waits for no man, but in this age of Coronavirus, it
seems that time just sort of blends — for me at least. One day looks pretty much
like the next. New routines become, well… rote.

Scottish Rite News

Page 15

Volume 6, Issue 6

June 2020

Is today Wednesday? Saturday? When did I last wear a pair of shoes? Was it two
days ago? Two weeks? I couldn’t say.

Time Flies
Thinking about time also got me thinking about a common complaint made by
men of — shall we say — a certain age: The older you get, the faster time goes.
So I did a little poking around; did some reading. And it turns out that this is
actually true! Time does go by faster as you get older. Sort of.
Bear with me, my brothers.

Perception vs. Reality
There are at least two ways of looking at

time

time: There is time as a functional unit of
measuring the distance between two
events — the literal perspective — and
there is time as our brains perceive it —

n. A nonspatial continuum in which
events occur in apparently
irreversible succession from the past
through the present to the future.

the human perspective. It turns out our
perception of time is very fluid. Not just

n. An interval separating two points
on this continuum; a duration.

as you get older, but at different points
throughout your life.
We all remember the agonizing trickle the sands of time took while waiting for
Christmas morning to finally arrive as a child. However, even in our later years,
waiting for something with eagerness causes us to see time move very slowly.
Scottish Rite News
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It’s taking this waiter forever to take our order! We’ve been sitting here for an
eternity! Or, five minutes, at least.
But the fact remains that most of us experience time rushing by faster and faster
as we get older. Why is this?

Our Experiences Define our Perception of Time
When we’re young, all of our experiences are new and novel; lots of first-time
events. To quote Ronald E. Riggio, Ph.D. from his article in Psychology Today:
“The best answer for this phenomenon is that the early years are full of first-time
events—your first date, the birth of your first child, that first big vacation, etc.
First occasions are novel events and we tend to make more detailed and lasting
memories of those first times. When we repeat the event, year after year, it is less
likely to make a unique or lasting impression.
This doesn’t just happen with life events. We can observe the same phenomenon
in a shorter space of time. For instance, the first couple of days of your two-week
vacation seem long and leisurely, and the time goes slowly. You’re thankful that
you have two long weeks of this. But, the next thing you know, it’s almost over
and you are heading home!
That new romance? Seems like an eternity between those early telephone calls,
but before you know it, it’s your 20th anniversary.”[1]
Scientific American even cites studies from as far back as the 1890s, the 1960s,
and more recently in 2005 that bear this out. [2]
Scottish Rite News
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A number of factors seem to lend to the perception that time passes faster as you
get older, including:
• Having fewer new or novel events in life
• Our “biological clock” slowing down as we age, causing time to appear to pass
more quickly
• Life stress: Having so much to do that we lose track of time
• Paying less attention to time as we get older
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Slowing Down the Clock
So time speeds up — or seems to speed up — as we get older. Can we do
anything about it? It seems that the answer to this question is, yes.
Taking time to pay attention, to appreciate the things going on around you.
Looking for the new; making an effort to look at your life and the things that
make it from a different perspective. Taking a moment to realize what you have
and to express gratitude. These things will all help to slow down the speeding
locomotive of time, and will also help us enjoy our time on Earth more.
This is, admittedly, difficult advice to give or practice during a time when
everyone is discouraged from doing the things we love to do — at least for
awhile. But we can still make that effort, wherever we happen to be.
And with that… it is time to get back to the work of editing this newsletter.
Take care, my brothers. I’ll catch you next month.
Sources and further reading:
[1] Why Time Goes Faster as You Get Older | Psychology Today
[2] Why Does Time Fly as We Get Older? - Scientific American Blog Network
[3] Why Time Feels Like It Passes Quicker as You Get Older

Masonic Education
As you know, our Master Craftsman Study Group will not be meeting in person
this month. That does not excuse us from scholarly study, however! On the
contrary, with extra time on your hands at home, I strongly encourage you to
continue your journey in Masonic education. Venerable brother James Cervantes
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and I are here to answer any questions and guide you. If you have questions,
please don’t hesitate to reach out to either of us by e-mail:
Andrew Todd, 32° :.

atodd@ocscottishrite.org

James Cervantes, 32° :.

jcervantes@ocscottishrite.org

If you'd like to participate or are looking for information about the program,
please prepare by visiting the website for information about the books and other
information to get you started:
www.ocscottishrite.org/master-craftsman-program

The Master Craftsman Program
For those unaware, the Master Craftsman is a by-mail
correspondence course. Each participant is required to
do some scholarly reading in advance and complete
a written quiz which is mailed to the Supreme
Council for grading. As each quiz is completed, a new
one is sent and the program progresses. The course consists of 7 quizzes, after
completion of which the successful participant will receive a certificate and a
lapel pin.
The Scottish Rite Master Craftsman: Symbolic Lodge course will familiarize
students with aspects of the development of Blue Lodge Masonry and explore
some of its developing symbolism. This will reveal that the “High Degrees”
began to develop soon after formation of the Premier Grand Lodge (1717). Albert
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Pike’s book, Esoterika: The Symbolism of the Blue Degrees of Freemasonry,
along with Arturo de Hoyos’ Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor & Guide (3d edition)
will be used to demonstrate a rational and philosophical interpretation for much
of what is found in Craft Masonry.

Quiz #3
The month of May sees us continuing Quiz #3 of the Symbolic Lodge program. If
you want to join us, please purchase the books and read the following in
preparation for the quiz:
Albert Pike’s Esoterika, pp. 385–484
If you’re just getting started we can also help you with Quiz #1. You can also
reach out to me directly for information and access to our Facebook group.
Thanks to all our brothers for your interest and participation. I’ll see you in the
classroom!

Speaking of Facebook
Did you know that your Valley has a Facebook page? Be sure to
stop by and like us next time you’re online!
https://www.facebook.com/ocscottishrite
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From the Editor
I’d like to express my thanks again to the heads of body for contributing their
excellent and thoughtful articles this month and for doing so in a timely fashion.

Calling All Writers!
You don’t have to be a head of body or a member of the line to contribute to this
newsletter! If you have something to say from a masonic perspective — perhaps
insights into your masonic ruminations, scholarly endeavors you’d like to share,
or general news for the brethren — this newsletter is your conduit for those
ideas. I encourage any and all brothers who’d like to contribute something to this
newsletter to send their ideas to:
editor@ocscottishrite.org

I’ll work with you on getting your article together for the next issue.
Fraternally,
Andrew Todd, 32°
Wise Master, Chapter of Rose Croix
Editor, Director of Masonic Education
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Commander of Kadosh
Aloha Brothers,
Most definitely 2020 has shown just how fast time flies by. Three
months of isolating is not the way we are used to spending our
time.
Our time is normally spent in quality and quantity with our
Brothers doing what we can to make things better for others. For
now we can spend our time to help each brother.
Reach out to one another and spend a little time connecting. Make sure your
brother to your left and right is doing well in this time.
Until the time we are called from refreshment to labor to see one another again
may this find you with peace and strength.
Bob White, 32°
Commander of Kadosh
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Orange County Scottish Rite Officers

Ill. James D. Cole, 33°

Ill. Frank Loui, 33°

Ill. Francisco Rosario, 33°

Sovereign Grand Commander

Sovereign Grand Inspector General,
Orient of California

Personal Representative of the SGIG,
Orient of California
frosario@ocscottishrite.org

Jamie Hopkins, 32°

Ill. David Kussman, 33°

James Cervantes, 32°

General Secretary
gensec@ocscottishrite.org

Assistant to the Personal Rep
dkussman@ocscottishrite.org

Venerable Master
jcervantes@ocscottishrite.org

Andrew Todd, 32°

Bob White, 32°

Rob Rappaport, 32°

Wise Master
atodd@ocscottishrite.org

Commander
bwhite@ocscottishrite.org

Master of Kadosh
rrappaport@ocscottishrite.org
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Orange County Scottish Rite Officers (cont.)
Shawn Smith, 32° KCCH
Treasurer
David Kussman, 33° IGH
Chaplain
Lloyd Clayton, 33° IGH
Almoner
Shawn McCuen, 32° KSA
First Knight
Andrew Todd, 32°
Director of Masonic Education
David Frias, 32° KCCH
Chairman of the Board, Ritecare Childhood Language Center of Orange County/Junior Warden
James Cervantes, 32°
Director of the Work
Vacant
Director of Ritual
Vacant
Director of Props and Costumes
Larry Griffin, 32°
Photographer
Hon. Jack Alastuey, 32° KCCH
Tiler

The Orange County Scottish Rite Valley
2001 East 4th Street, Suite 202, Santa Ana, CA 92701 ● Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10am-2pm
Phone (714) 972-2646 ● Fax (714) 543-9754
Stated Meetings on the first Monday of the month, 6:30 pm; dinner follows at 7:15 pm (reservations requested) at
the Anaheim DeMolay Center, 303 W. Lincoln Ave. Anaheim, CA 92805
The Valley of Orange County, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry Southern Jurisdiction
of the United States of America publishes the Scottish Rite News monthly. No Subscription Price.
Edited by Bro. Andrew Todd, 32° (949) 288-3739, editor@ocscottishrite.org. All articles must be submitted prior to
the 15th of the month.
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Please Support Our Sponsors

Advertising Space Available
Advertising space is available in this publication to all interested Masons. Grand
Lodge guidelines apply.
Business card: .......................$20/month .........................................$200/year
1/4 page: ................................$40/month .........................................$400/year
1/2 page: ................................$80/month .........................................$800/year
Full page:...............................$160/month ......................................$1600/year
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